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Homework

Visitimeat goat farms

Get to know! several stccesstul meat goat
Producers

Attend seminars
Researchi crops thiat grow well in your area
Research materials from reputable Seurces

Determine your goals (how: many: animals, time
commitment, fUn' o proefit?)

Determine special’ environmental needs
(extreme weather, water, heat, wind)



Visit Farms

Look at shelters; and! fiences

Look at fiarm layeut:and design: (males;
juveniles, females, Isplation)

Ask what type off feeds are used

Whiat Vaccinesi andl dewoermingl protocels?

LLook at records

iHanadle the animals, |earmr bedy: condition: scoring
Make alist off questions! fior each farm




Homework

PDevise your record keepingl system
(@nimals, breeding, weights, production,
PErfiormance, feeds, financials)

Join your lecalf affiliate goat group

Visitt Langston: University: website on meat
doat production

Identify’ your' veterinarian and nutritionist



[Farm Layout

Barn: be able to drive up to: barn (feedl delivery,
emergency. work, Unloading animals)

HOW muchi lana?: depends; on| #'S, type. of
pasture, weather, geographic location

Pen set-Up: each pen Nasiaccess to al shelter

Never teo many: gates with small’ catchi pens; fior
easy animal flow: (more likely to: dorthings)

Ask producers: What would you change; I you
could to it over again?




Ask What Type off Feeds

Pastures: best way: to fieed animals
Dy lots: find out source off hay, drain

Deficiencies: seleniuni levels (high or low)
N fieeds depend on geoegdraphic location

Where are; fiofades) coming firom?
Analysis of fieeds: Dairyland
Textbooks: check Amazon.com




Service and Support

Knew! the seller andl the animals;yourare
doing te purchase

What Kind of service andi support canithe
seller offier?

Education: fieeding, Vaccines, dewerming,
care; veterinarian, Varies depending; on
farm and location and AUMBEr 6ff animals




Research Crops and Forages

here is no - one” right way, toi fieed a meat
gdoat:

Check lLangston: University: meat: goat
iation| sertware program

Determine; how: te take care off your
PASLUIES

County extension agents; or URIVErsity
Faculty are a good startingl point



Determine Goals

Petermine; long termi goals

Niche market or Financial' Enterprise
ACreage;Vvs. nUMBEers off animals
[Lifestyle

Be realistic; withr time commitment
BUSINESSI O NOBDY,



PuUrehasing) Your Animals

Know! the: seller

AsK o) recordsionranimals (health,
preduction, Identification) financials)

Buyer bewarel

PUrEhasing poeor animals, Infertie animals,
diseases, parasites, or culls is very: costly,

Place animals i quaranting; (5-4 Weeks) i
other animals present on fiarm



Individual Goat Identification

Vitally impertantifer knewing hew! each goat IS
perfermingl (new: and future)

Permanent identification reguired fior accurate
fecord keeping

Records reguired for management deciSions
(breeding, disease control, treatment;
production, culling)

Recordsireguired for all treatments wWith meat
withdrawal timesi recorded



Health Management:

Formulate; planifor healthrmanagement
With' yourveterinarian

Protocols for treatments; off common
dISEasEes, routing procedures sUch as
REWOrR kid management, late gestation
@d0es, Vaccination, deworming), Urnary.
stone; prevention in Wethers;, pneumonia



NUtrtion

Be proactive, knew: body: condition; SCoking

Perfermance related tornutrition) peor NULHtion
Means 10ss financial opportunities

Get to know' Jeremy: Geske

Manage feeds: storage, source, feed additives,
PURK Management

Provide goodl access torWater ter maximize Water
iIntake

Prevent urinary: stones in wethers



\/accination Programs

Clostridiumi perfiringens, €/ andl ietanus

Other Vaccinesiavailable: Caseous
Lymphadenitis, Contagious ecthema;
Blackieg, Pneumoniar (Mannheimia)

IHowever, besides €/Drandl Tetanus, the
aboVe Vaccines should not be; necessany i
pUVInG healthy animals and manading
animalssfior health



Reproduction

REproduction: pregnamnt dogs; fertile
pUCks; healthy goeat kids reguired: !

RECOords: breeding, planned breeding,

abortien prevention; nutrition, goat kid
fearng

Ultrasounal pregnant does: feedingl epen
or infiertile; does=hidden financial losses




Infectious Disease Programs

Related! ter management: strategies

Poo) hydiene and manadement Ieads; o
Inereased goat kid mortality

Cleanliness: related to) risk o Infectious
diseases (Johne's, Salmoenella, parasites)

Ventilation: relatedl to risk off pReumonia
Biesecurity: guarantine, know: the seller



Parasite Control

Controll COCCIdiosiS: Major calse of diarrhearin
growing kids, cleanliness, coccidiostats

Cleanliness: feedbunk management, pastures;
decrease fecal contamination In feeds

EValUate parasitelevels befrere deworming: iecal
floats andi fiecall egg counts

Routine dewoerming without knowledge ofi
parasite’load cam lead to resistant parasites!



Meat Quality, Assurance

Need toravoid drugl residues in meat!
Many: drugs notapproved fior goats
AccUrate; record’ keeping

Judicious' tise off antibiotics

Work withryour Veterinarian

Foed Animal Residue Aveidance Datanase
I accidental drugl used, report It



Disease Surveillance

Keep up te date records
Ultilize the Minnesota State: Diagnostic Lab
All"'dead animals: NECropsy,

INecrepsy: Is the most important diagnostic tool,
feflects herd health, money: well spent

Provides: mineral levelsin liver, fecal analysis,
EVIdEence; Oif CAronic or 6Ngeing disease

Seroeloegic testing: CAEV, Johne's




Conclusion

Goat hends: Very. diverse, reguires health
Management approachesindividualized fior
eachi hera

IHealth shouldrbe based onrgoed nutrtion,
prevention, and not: disease outbreaks

lime; and commitment: reguired: “ene
shot™ to fix all problems dees not exist



Questions or Comments?

Trake things; slowly

Learning curver s steep duringl the first
vear'(s)
Continue to educate oners self:

Continue te strive for healthy, high
PErfermance goats



