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Ornamental Grasses for Minnesota  Mary H. Meyer  
 
Grasses and perennials mentioned in order of slides: 
 
Botanical Name     Common name 
Sorghastrum nutans      Indian grass 
Pennisetum orientale     oriental fountaingrass 
Helictotrichon sempervirens    blue oatgrass 
 xHeucherella ‘Bridget Bloom’   heucherella     
Hakonechloa macra ‘Aureola’    hakone grass  
Phlox divaricata ‘Charles Ricardo’   woodland phlox 
Calamagrostis  xacutiflora ‘Karl Foerster’  feather reedgrass 
Eryngium yuccifolium     rattlesnake master 
Heliopsis helianthoides    oxeye  
Liatris spicata      gayfeather 
Panicum virgatum ‘Rehbraun’   red switchgrass 
Miscanthus sinensis ‘Graziella’   Graziella 
Miscanthus ‘Purpurascens’    red flame miscanthus 
Miscanthus xgiganteous    giant miscanthus 
Phalaris arundinacea ‘Feesey’s Form’  ribbon grass 
Molinia caerulea ssp. arundinacea ‘Windspeil’ purple moorgrass 
Miscanthus sinensis ‘Autumn Light’    Autumn Light 
Spartina pectinata     slough grass, prairie cordgrass 
Calamagrostis xacutiflora ‘Overdam’  variegated feather reedgrass 
Spodiopogon sibiricus     silver spikegrass 
Calamagrostis brachytricha    fall blooming reedgrass 
Sedum ‘Autumn Joy’     Autumn Joy sedum 
Schizachyrium scoparium    little bluestem.  
Aster ‘Purple Dome’     Purple Dome  
Sporobolus heterolepis    prairie dropseed 
Pennisetum setaceum ‘Rubrum’   crimson fountaingrass 
Andropogon gerardii     big bluestem 
Sorgastrum nutans     Indian grass 
Solidago spp.      goldenrod 
Rudbeckia hirta     black eyed-susan 
Carex spp.      sedges 
Vinca minor      periwinkle 
Pachysandra terminalis    pachysandra 
Carex flava      yellow sedge 
Carex greyi      mace sedge 
Carex muskingumensis    palm sedge 
Carex flacca      black sedge 
Spartina pectinata ‘Aureomarginata’   variegated cordgrass 
Leymus spp.      blue lyme grass 
Phalaris arundiancea ‘Feesey’s Form’  Feesey’s ribbongrass 
Miscanthus sacchariflorus    Chinese silvergrass 



Botanical Name     Common name 
Miscanthus ‘Purpurascens’    redflame miscanthus 
Miscacnthus sinensis ‘Silberfeder’   silver feather  
Miscanthus sinensis ‘Variegatus’   variegated miscanthus 
Miscanthus sinensis ‘Malpartus’   Malpartus 
Miscanthus sinensis ‘Autumn Light’   Autumn Light 
Miscanthus sinensis ‘Zebrinus’   zebragrass 
Miscanthus sinensis ‘Strictus’   Strictus 
 
 
 
Extension publications mentioned in the slide set:  
 
Ornamental Grasses for Cold Climates, BU 6411 
Ornamental Grasses for Minnesota, FS 6422A, 
Establishing and Maintaining a Prairie Garden, FO-6748-C 
Plants in Prairie Communities, AG-FO-3238 
Available from your local Extension office or call1-800-876-8636.  
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