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Herbaceous Perennials for Minnesota 
Mary H. Meyer, Extension Horticulturist 

Questions to consider in selection and planning a perennial garden:  
1. What is your style ? formal or informal, style of home, personal preference 
2. What is the purpose of your perennial garden ? display from street, border, view from kitchen, 

dining room, outdoor eating area, etc. 
3. What is your site ?  soil type; exposure, other factors. 
 
Soil Preparation 
1. Do a soil test. 
2. Add organic matter. 
3. Apply fertilizer and perhaps lime based on the soil test results.   
 
Plants pictured in the order of the slide set:  
Botanical Name    Common Name   
For dry sites: 
Asclepias tuberosa     butterfly weed 
Achillea millifolium ‘Summer Pastels’ yarrow 
 Achillea filipendula ‘Coronation Gold’ yarrow 
Geranium maculatum    wild geranium 
Sedum kamtschaticum    stonecrop sedum 
Sedum ‘Herbstfreude’, ‘Autumn Joy’   sedum 
Iris spp. and hybrids     bearded iris 
For moist to wet sites:  
Astilbe ‘Bridal Veil’     astilbe 
Filipendula rubra    queen of the prairie 
Monarda didyma     bee balm 
Monarda fistulosa     wild bergamot 
Mildew resistant: Marshall’s Delight, Petite Delight (a dwarf, 12” tall plant), Jacob Cline. 
Ligularia ‘The Rocket’   ragwort 
Ligularia dentata ‘Desdemona’  bigleaf ligularia 
Eupatorium maculatum   Joe pyeweed 
For shady sites:  
Hosta spp.      hosta 
Tradescantia ohiensis    spiderwort 
Trillium grandiflorum    showy trillium 
Aquilegia canadensis    columbine 
Hydrophyllum virginianum   Virginia waterleaf 
Cimicifuga racemosa    blacksnake root 
Perennials for sunny, well drained soil:  
Baptisia australis     false indigo 
Heliopsis helianthoides ‘Summer Sun’  oxeye 
Hemerocallis “Happy Returns’; ‘Stella d’ Oro’ daylily 
Coreopsis verticillata ‘Moonbeam’; ‘Zegreb’ threadleaf coreopsis 



Botanical Name     Common Name   
Coreopsis lanceolata ‘Early Sunrise’   tickseed 
Chrysanthemum ‘Rosy Glow’, ‘Centerpiece’  mums 
Echinacea spp.     purple coneflower 
Heuchera ‘Brandon Pink’    coral bells 
Heuchera ‘Chocolate Ruffles’   coral bells 
Phlox divaricata     woodland phlox 
Phlox paniculata     garden phlox 
Phlox subulata     moss pink 
Paeonia hybrids     peony 
Lilium spp. Asiatic 
Oriental types: ‘Casc Blanca’    lilies 
Salvia ‘Mainacht’or "May Night'    perennial sage 
Alchemilla mollis     lady’s mantle 
Silphium perfoliatum     cup plant 
Aster novae-angliae ‘Purple Dome’   New England aster 
 
Disease Prevention     Failure to Bloom 
Select disease resistant varieties   Internal factors External factors 
Clean up weeds     age and maturity lack of light; daylength 
Remove and discard infected plants   hormone levels  temperature 
Keep foliage dry     determinate floral  fertilizer: high nitrogen 
Use the right plant for the site        bud, tulip  lack of fertilizer 
Maintain good air circulation    genotype, genetic planting depth  
          control  spring frost 
          improper pruning  
Common Problems, Can you guess them ?  
Powdery mildew 
Aster yellows 
Drought on astilbe 
Sunburn hosta 
Botrytis and leaf spots on zinnia 
Gall on goldenrod 
Fasciation on dame’s rocket 
Iris borer, use Siberian iris 
Slug damage 
Aphids 
Cold injury 
Deer damage on hosta 
Lily borer 
Lily bulbils 
 
For more information look for these Extension publications: 
MI 6521 Growing Perennials    FS-7068- Garden Chrysanthemums 
FS-1428-Gardening in the Shade  Internet: www.extension.umn.edu 
 


