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Types of Annuals:  
hardy 
Lathyrus odoratus sweet pea 
Centurea cyanus  bachelor’s button 
Calendula officinalis  calendula or pot marigold 
 
half-hardy 
marigolds, dusty miller, ageratum, and nicotiana. 
 
tender  
Begonia Semperflorens Cultorum hybrids fibrous begonias  
Impatiens walleriana     impatiens, busy lizzie, patience plant 
 
horticultural annual 
Salvia farinacea     mealy-cup sage, or blue salvia 
 
Annuals for Shade 
Impatiens walleriana     impatiens 
Impatiens hawkeri    New Guinea hybrids 
Begonia Semperflorens Cultorum hybrids fibrous begonias 
Solenostemon scutellarioides   coleus 
‘Bellengrath Pink’ ,‘Painted Leaves’,‘Duck’s Foot Dark Red’ 
 
Annuals for Hot Sun 
Zinnia elegans    zinnia 
‘Small World Cherry’ ‘Yellow Zenith’ 
Zinnia angustifolia. ‘Crystal White’     
Tagetes spp.    marigold 
Portulaca grandiflora   moss rose 
Cosmos bipinnatus and C. sulphureus cosmos 
Celosia cristata‘Prestige Scarlet’ 
Senecio cineraria   dusty miller 
Salvia splendens   red salvia 
 
Annuals for sun and well drained moist soil 
Petunia hybrida    petunia 
‘Celebrity Chiffon Morn’, Celebrity Chiffon Morn,’Purple Wave’ 
Pelergonium xhortorium  geranium 
 ‘Pinto Red’ ‘Orbit’ 
Cleome hasslerana   spider flower 
Pennisetum setaceum   fountaingrass 
Verbena bonariensis   verbena 
Pennesitum setaceum ‘Rubrum’ crimson fountaingrass 
Catharanthus roseus   rose periwinkle 
Nicotiana xsanderae   flowering tobacco hybrids 



Nicotiana alata   flowering tobacco 
 
Annuals for cool temperatures 
Viola wittrockiana   pansy 
Viola tricolor    Johnny jump-ups 
Lobularia maritima   sweet alyssum 
Antirrhinum majus   snapdragons 
Lobelia erinus    blue lobelia 
 
Unusual Annuals 
Salvia coccinea, ‘Lady in Red’ scarlet sage 
Nierembergia hippomanica var. violacea cup plant, 
‘Mont Blanc’ 
Torenia fournieri   wishbone flower 
Tithonia rotundifolia   butterfly plant 
Scaevola ‘Blue Wonder’  fan flower 
Lantana camara   lantana 
Melampodium paludosum  butterdaisy 
Pennisetum villosum   feathertop 
Heliotropium arborescens  heliotrope 
Solenostemon scutellarioides 
‘Green Eyes’ ‘Rob Roy’  
Hypoestes ‘Pink Splash Select’ polka dot plant  
Begonia ‘Amigo Pink’  
Browallia americana   bush violet 
Helichrysium petiolarum  licorice plant 
Bidens spp.    tickseed 
Vinca major    periwinkle 
Bacopa spp.    water hyssop 
 
 
For more information contact your local Extension office for the following bulletins:  
Growing and Using Annuals and Bulbs, MI 6076 
Cultivar Trials of Bedding Plants, MR 6432 
Or look on the website: www.extension.umn.edu 
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