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Introduction 
 
The Best Practices for Field Days: A 
Program Planning Guidebook for 
Organizers, Presenters, Teachers and 
Volunteers provides you the information, 
practices and tips to increase the 
educational impact of your field days. 
This worksheet is intended to help you 
easily and effectively integrate the 
guidelines into your field day design. It is 
recommended that you review the 
guidebook completely before attempting 
to integrate guidelines into your planning 
process. Then follow the directions 
below to use the worksheet.  
 
Best Practice: Structure Your 
Field Day Around and Single 
Theme 

Helping students organize and 
remember all of the messages 
presented to them during a field day is 
challenging. Experts suggest that 
themes help students to group 
information and better retain it by 
providing a framework that relates the 
many facts presented to them. 

Themes basically summarize the main 
idea you want to teach. Effective themes 
relate to participants’ schoolwork and 
home lives, and effective field day 
presentations are planned around a few 
learning objectives that relate directly to 
the theme. 
 
Worksheet Purpose 
 
Worksheet T-2 Linking Your Theme to 
the Environmental Literacy Scope and 
Sequence helps you use your theme to 
identify and target environmental literacy 
benchmarks for an appropriate 
audience. You can then use the 
Environmental Literacy Scope and 
Sequence to develop supporting 

learning objectives and presentation 
sub-themes. 
 
Instructions for Use 
 
To use this worksheet effectively, refer 
to Best Practice: Structure Your Field 
Day Around and Single Theme in your 
Best Practices for Field Days: A 
Program Planning Guidebook for 
Organizers, Presenters, Teachers and 
Volunteers. You should also be familiar 
with the MN Office of Environmental 
Assistance Environmental Literacy 
Scope and Sequence. 
 
• Prior to completing this worksheet, 

you should have clear theme for 
your field day. It is recommended 
that you first complete worksheet   
T-1 Planning Your Field Day Theme. 

• Follow the steps in the order listed 
on your worksheet. You can use the 
space freely to concept map links 
between the Environmental Literacy 
Scope and Sequence benchmarks, 
concepts and your field day theme. 
Or you can use the boxes to create 
lists. 

• Write your field day theme near the 
center of the worksheet. 

• Review the Environmental Literacy 
Benchmarks on page 10 of the 
Environmental Literacy Scope and 
Sequence. Select one or two 
benchmarks that relate to your 
theme. For example: You may write 
Bison, fires and drought kept the 
prairie alive as your theme. This 
relates to the benchmark In social 
and natural systems that consist of 
many parts, the parts usually 
influence one another. Write these in 
the area below your theme. 

• Under your benchmarks, list the 
grade level that your field day will 
generally target according to the 
Environmental Literacy Scope and 
Sequence. 
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• Review the Environmental Literacy 
Scope and Sequence Key Systems 
and Supporting Concepts for your 
target age group on pages 11-16. 
Discuss with organizers and 
presenters, and teachers, and select 
a few systems and concepts on 
which to build your field day theme. 
Use the examples on grade level 
page and concept pages to help you 
develop learning objectives or 
presentation sub-themes that 
include your supporting concepts. 
For example: You may select 
change as an important concept to 
build your theme Bison, fires and 
drought kept the prairie alive. You 
could then develop the presentation 
sub-theme Bison change the 
structure of soils and variety of 
plants through migrating over the 
prairies. 

• Repeat the last step for each of your 
presentation sub-themes and 
learning objectives. 

• Ask organizers, presenters, teachers 
and others to review links between 
your field day theme and 
Environmental Literacy Scope and 
Sequence benchmarks and 
supporting concepts. 

 
 
This worksheet was created through 
partnership and funding from the 
Minnesota Office of Environmental 
Assistance.
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T-2: Linking Your Theme to the Environmental Literacy Scope and 
Sequence 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Field Day Theme: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grade you should target:  
      
 

Map your field day presentation sub-themes and learning objectives to include Key 
Systems Concepts and Supporting Concepts from the Environmental Literacy Scope and 
Sequence. 

Map your Environmental Literacy Benchmarks from the Environmental Literacy Scope and 
Sequence.  


