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Protecting the health of your cattleProtecting the health of your cattle



Bovine TuberculosisBovine Tuberculosis

Caused by bacteria.
Slow growing organism. Long incubation 
period.
Organism survives longer in moist, cool 
environments.
Wide range of species susceptible.
Spread from animal to animal.
Chronic disease.



Signs of TB in CattleSigns of TB in Cattle

May cause wasting 
and respiratory 
disease.
Most of the time, 
there are NO signs!



Bovine TB TestsBovine TB Tests



Caudal Fold TestCaudal Fold Test



Comparative Comparative 
Cervical TestCervical Test



NecropsyNecropsy



Bovine TB LesionsBovine TB Lesions



TB in MinnesotaTB in Minnesota



First Infected First Infected 
Herd in SkimeHerd in Skime



TB InvestigationTB Investigation

TB Infected Herd

Herds with 
Fenceline Contact

Movement Out of HerdMovement Into Herd



Seven Infected Herds in MinnesotaSeven Infected Herds in Minnesota

5 in Roseau County 2 in Beltrami County



MinnesotaMinnesota’’s TB Statuss TB Status

Minnesota is now a 
Modified Accredited 
Advanced state.

Bovine TB 
Management Plan will 
be our roadmap to 
regain status.  ••Nonaccredited (NA)Nonaccredited (NA)

••Accreditation Accreditation 
Preparatory (AP)Preparatory (AP)

••Modified Accredited Modified Accredited 
(MA)(MA)

••Modified Accredited Modified Accredited 
Advanced (MAA)Advanced (MAA)

••AccreditedAccredited--Free (AF)Free (AF)



Northwestern Northwestern 
MinnesotaMinnesota

Bovine TB TestingBovine TB Testing

Test cattle within 
10 miles of an 
infected herd.



StatewideStatewide
Bovine TB TestingBovine TB Testing

Producers that have  imported 
cattle from Arizona, California, 
Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, 
New Mexico, Nevada, Oklahoma, 
North Dakota, Texas, Utah, and 
Iowa.

Any herds that have or have 
commingled with rodeo or roping 
steers.

Any herd that moves cattle over 
state lines for feeding.



DNR tested hunter 
harvested free-ranging 
deer statewide this fall.

5000 samples were 
collected across 
Minnesota.

5 deer in NW Minnesota 
tested positive.

Wildlife TB Wildlife TB 
TestingTesting



TB Wildlife TB Wildlife 
Management Management 

PlanPlan

Goal: Reduce the opportunity 
for deer-to-deer or deer-to-
livestock transmission of by 
removing potentially TB-positive 
deer.

Reduction of deer through:
•Sharp shooting event
•Landowner shooting permits
•Expanded bag limits
•Special hunts
•Fencing for stored farm forage
•Recreational feeding ban
•On-farm risk management



TB Tax CreditTB Tax Credit

Producers can receive 50% of their testing costs Producers can receive 50% of their testing costs 
back in a tax credit.back in a tax credit.

The credit applies to the following producer paid The credit applies to the following producer paid 
expensesexpenses

Veterinarian feesVeterinarian fees
Labor expenses Labor expenses 
Equipment rental feesEquipment rental fees

Talk to tax professional for more information.Talk to tax professional for more information.



What can you do to help?What can you do to help?

Test cattle.Test cattle.
Implement good Implement good 
biosecurity.biosecurity.
Keep good records.Keep good records.
Register your premises Register your premises 
with Minnesotawith Minnesota’’s animal s animal 
identification system.identification system.



For more For more 
information information ……

Your herd 
veterinarian

District veterinarian

Board of Animal 
Health, 877-MN TB Free 
(688-2373)
www.bah.state.mn.us


