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Environmental Quality Incentives Program

_ a voluntary conservation program from the
USDA Natural Resources Conservation
Service.

_ provides technical assistance, cost share
payments, and incentive payments to assist
crop, livestock, and other agricultural
producers with environmental and
conservation Improvements to their
operations.




Environmental Quality Incentives Program
Producer Eligibility

() Be an agricultural producer that Is engaged in
livestock or agricultural production.

(1) Have an interest in the farming operation associated
with the land being offered.

() Have control of the land for the term of the proposed
contract.

(Iv) Be in compliance with the provisions for protecting
the interests of tenants.

(V) Be in compliance with the highly erodible land and
wetland conservation compliance provisions.

(vi) Be within appropriate payment limitation
reguirements.
(vii). Be in compliance with AGI reguirements.



Environmental Quality Incentives Program
Producer Eligibility

ii Producers with forest land must have one of the
following:

_ A forest management plan or forest stewardship plan

A prior record of timber harvest or revenue from
timber sales

_ Proof of capital investment on forest practices



Environmental Quality Incentives Program
Land Eligibility

() Cropland

() Rangeland

() Grassland

(Iv) Pastureland

(v) Private, non-industrial forestland



Environmental Quality Incentives Program
Funding & Ranking

1 MN EQIP funds are allocated through the 91 Soil and
Water Conservation District (SWCD) boundaries.

1 Each NRCS field office used its SWCD and Local Work
Group to develop a local EQIP program and determine
local priorities.

1 EQIP applications are scored, ranked, and funded at the
local level based on local priorities and a local allocation.

1 Each office may also develop funding pools to target
funds to specific land uses or issues.



Environmental Quality Incentives Program
Funding & Ranking

ii Based on Payment Rate
. Established at state level
_ Based on amount per unit

~ Rates are amount participant will receive
regardless of actual cost



Environmental Quality Incentives Program
Practices

i FOREST SITE PREPARATION (ac)

. Chemical preparation of existing cropland, grassland, sod sites

. Chemical preparation on shrub/brush sites

. Mechanical preparation on shrub/brush sites

. Mechanical preparation of existing cropland, grassland, sod sites

Forest Site Preparation should be used in conjunction with Tree and Shrub
Establishment, Windbreak, Riparian Forest Buffer, Upland Wildlife Habitat
Management and Restoration And Management Of Declining Habitats.



