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Table 8. Variable input Crop Management System |l Plot Management - CSOA rotation, Oats, 1994

Mgt Eall Sping, Rotary Row
bevel  Tilage Tilage Seed Eertilizer Herbicide Hoe Cult
MIN Chisel Digger 419 Dane 70 Ib/A None None Nene None
Fall 93 Drag & Pack Pioneer 5262
422 -12 Ib/A alfalfa
an
LPI Chisel Digger 4/19 Dane 70 /A MAP + Urea + KCI  Buctril 1 pttA  None None
Fall 93 Orag & Pack Pioneer 5262 50-50-50 Ib/A 5/26
4 12 Ib/A alfalfa {N-P,0,-K,0)
21 Broadcast
419
HPI Chisel Digger 419 Dane 70 Ib/A MAP + Urea + KCI  Buctril 1 ptA  None None
Fall 93 Drag & Pack Pieneer 5262 §0-50-50 Ib/A 6/1
a2 12 b/A alfalfa {N-P,0,-K,0)
4/21 Broadcast
419
ORG Chise! Digger 4/19 Dane 70 Ib/A None None None None
Fall 93 Drag & Pack Pioneer 5262
422 12 Ib/A alfaifa
421
Table 9. Variable Input Crop Management System |l Plot Management - CSOA rotation, Alfalfa, 1994
Mgt Fal Spring. Rotary Row
Level  Tilage Tilage Seed Eertiizer Hesbicide  Hoe Cult,
MIN None Nocne With Oats None None None None
LPI None None With Oats TSP 0-40-0 [b/A None None None
Broadcast 6/13
HPI None None With Oats TSP 0-40-0 Ib/A None None Non:
Broadcast 6/13
ORG Nene None With Oats None None None None
Table 10. Varabie Input Crop Management System (I Plot Management - CSOA rotation, Com, 1994
Mgt 8l Spring. Rotary Row
Level Tuage Tillage Seed Fertilizer erbicide Hoe Cult.
MIN Moidboard  Digger S/7 Pioneer 3769 None None sn7 610
Fall 93 sN12 29,000/A §/13 §/19 6/20
527
5/31
LPI Moldboard  Digger S/9 Pioneer 3769 Urea Buctril 1 pt/A S13 6/10
Fall 93 29,000/A 59 25-0-0 Ib/A Band 6/3 §/119 6/20
Band 5/9 527
HP) Moidboard  Digger 423 Pioneer 3769 Urea + MAP Eradicane 25  None 673
Fall 93 sn 29,000/A 59 40-50-0 Ib/A 1b/A S17 6/20
519 Broadcast Bladex 1.5
422 Ib/A 577
Stinger 0.66
pUA Broadcast
€n
ORG Moldboard  Digger 57 Pioneer 3769 Beef Manure None sn7 6/10
Fall 93 SM12 (untreated) §9-25-42 Ib/A s19 6/20
29,000/A 5113 (N-P,0,-K,Q) 527
Fall 93 531
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Tablet1. Variable Input Crop Management System |l Plot Management - CS rotation, Soybean, 1994

Mgt  Fal Spring. Rotary Row
Level Tillage Tillage Seed Eedtilizer Herbicide Hoe Cult,
MIN Moldboard  Digger §/112 Parker 158,000/A  None None 5/31 6/14
Fall 93 §/23 s27 6/24
527 72
LPI Chisel Digger §/12 Parker 158,000/A  None Pursuit 3oZA 517 610
Fafl 93 512 Select 8 02/A 613
Band 6/3 6/28
HPI Moldboard  Digger 2 passes Parker 158,000/A  None Treflan 0.75 None €/10
Fall 93 sM2 812 Ib/A Sencor
0.25Ib/A
Broadcast
512
ORG Moldboard  Digger 5/12 Parker 158,000/A None None 31 6/14
Fall 93 5123 §/27 6/28
5§27 m2
Table12. Variable Input Crop Management System Il Plot Management -C$ rotation, Com, 1994
Mat Eall Spring. Rotary  Row
Level Tillage Tillage Seed Ferilizer Herbicide Hoe Cult,
MIN Chisel Digger 5/7 Pioneer 3769 None None 519 6/10
Fall 93 §M12  29,000/A 513 5/27 6/20
531 M2
LPI None Digger 5/9 Pioneer 3769 Urea Bugctril 1 pt/A sM3 6/10
29,000/A 5/9 125-0-0 (b/A Band 6/3 §19 6/20
Band 5/9 s/27
HPt Chiset Digger 4/23  Pioneer 3769 Urea + MAP Eradicane 2.5 Ib/A None 6/3
Fallg3 7 29,000/A 59 145-35-0 In/A s7 6/20
§/9 Broadcast 422 Bladex 1.5Ib/A
Broadcast
s7
ORG Chisel Digger 4/23  Pioneer 3769 Liquid Hog Manure  None 5119 610
Fall 93 7 (untreated) 335-125-104 IVA 5/27 6/20
5§12 29,000/A 513 (N-P,0,-K,0) M2

Spring 94
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Table 13. 1994 Variable Input Crop Management Systems Yields

Management Level
otation Crop MIN Pt HPY ORG LSDy0s
bwA
CSOA  Com 7 1618 157.1 1506 130
cs Com 79.4 1520 1822 133.7 153
SOAC Soybeans 36.4 346 432 453 39
sc Soybeans 29.9 409 M3 ars 37
ACSO Alfalfa® 27 53 54 49 0.8
OACS Qats 723 65.1 730 88.2 26
*Alfalfa yields are (T/A)
Table 14. 1994 Variable Input Crop Management Systems Il Yields
Management Level
Rotation Crop MIN LPI HPI ORG LSD,
bwA
CSOA Com 1379 150.3 1624 147.2 135
CS Com 86.3 158.3 138.7 873 320
SOAC Soybeans 40.1 467 50.7 42.0 47
SC Soybeans 289 365 4.2 284 6.9
ACSO Alfalfa* 5.2 59 59 6.2 06
OACS Oats 107.1 1025 1183 121.8 41.7

*Alfaifa yields are (T/A)
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Organic Crop Rotation Study

S.R. Quiring, D.R. Huggins, D.J. Fuchs, J.H. Ford’

ABSTRACT

Crop rotations can increase crop yields and improve weed confrol, and are considered to be fundamental to organic
prochuction systems. Crop rotations consisting of continuous com, com-soybean, com-soybean-oat, and com-soybean-
oat-alfalfa, with and without compasted poultry manure, were established in 1990. Com yields were greater when
other crops were added to the rotation , as compared to continuous com. Manure applications increased com yield
in all rotations. Oat yields were low and variable due to poor stands and high weed pressure and, no significant
response to crop rotation or manure application occurred. Soybean yields were increased with crop rotation, but,
manure had (ittle effect on yield. Alfalfa yields were doubled where manure was applied. The reported resulis are
prefiminary, and the value and meaning of the study will increase with ime

INTRODUCTION

This study was designed to evaluate the effects of crop rotation, with and without fertilizer (poultry manure), on plant growth, crop
yield, and weed control. Crop rotations consist of 1 to 4 years with continuous com, com/soybean, comVsoybean/oat,
corn/soybean/oat/alfalfa. The site, located on the Koch farm next to the Southwest Experiment Station, has a history of low synthetic
fertiizer and herbicide use, and high weed pressure. Soil tests from the fall of 1988 showed Bray 1 phosphorus at 10 ppm and potassium
tests of 171 ppm. This study was started in 1990 following soybeans with the first yields taken in the fall of 1990. There are no chemica!
weed control practices used, only mechanical weed control methods.

METHODS and MATERIALS

The study is a randomized complete block, split plot design, with four replications. Main plots (60' x 155", c¢onsist of crop rotation,
with each crop represented in each year, and subplots (30° x 155') consist of control {(no manure) and composted poultry manure
applications. The manure rate is based on soil test results from the previous fall sampling and University of Minnesota Extension
recommendations. So samples for phosphorus and potassium were taken to a depth of 1 foot with 8 compaosite cores per plot Soil nitrate
samples were taken in 1 foot increment down to 5 feet with 2 cores per plot.

Composted poultry manure with an N-P,0,-K,O analyses of 5.4-3.66-4.31 was used (Table 1). The rate was selected to meet
the crop requirement of the mast limiting nutrient (P or N). The manure was broadcast on the plot and incorporated prior to secondary
tillage in the spring.

Afier planting oats, and oats under seeded with alfalfa, plots were harrowed and packed (Table 1). This was done to increase
weed control and sofl to seed contact The com and soybean plots were rotary-hoed as often as needed to increase weed contro! (Table
1). Cultivations of comn and soybean were done as necessary to obtain maximum weed control. Tillage and rotary hoeing in like crops
in all rotations were treated the same, but cultivation in com varied from manure to no manure treatments. All treatments except oat under
seeded with alfalfa were moldboard plowed in the fall.

Total weed counts were taken in all plots. Al weed species were identified and counted in each sample. Three samples four feet
long and 2.5 feet wide were taken in com and soybean for grassy weeds, In oats and alfalfa five 1 foot squares per plot were collected
for both grassy weeds and broadleaf weeds. Three samples, 150 feet by 2.5 feet, were taken for broadleaf weeds in com and soybean
plots.

RESULTS

In 1994, com yields were significantly increased with the addition of manure across all rotations, however, the only significant
increase in yield due to rotation effects was comparing continuous com to the three year rotation (Table 2). The three year crop rotation
with manure increased soybean yields significantly over the two year rotation (Table 3). There was a decrease in soybean yield when
manure was applied across all rotations. This could be due to greater weed numbers from increased fertifity (Table 3). Low oat yields
were caused by a low population of oat and a high density of weeds. Yields were not taken with a plot combine due to early harvest of
oat to prevent weed seed from reaching physiological maturity. Yields were taken using three, one meter squares per plots. Oat seed
was separated from the biomass, weighed and calculated accordingly (Table 4). Adding manure to alfalfa more than doubled the yield
in 1994 (Table 5).

! 8.R. Quiring, D.R. Huggins, D.J. Fuchs, and J.H. Ford are Sr. Research Technician, Assistant Professor, Former
Scientist, and Professor at the Southwest Experiment Station, Lamberton, MN 56152,
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Table 1. Organic Rotation Plot management information

Rotation Spring Tillage Seed Rotary Hoe Cultivation Fertilizer
Continuous Com Digger Pioneer 3769 517 6/10 2.86 tons/A **
42 28000 Seeds/A 5119 6/24* 5.4-3.66-4.31
s 5113 5127 4/22
512 5131
Com/Soybean Digger Pioneer 3769 517 6/10 4.02 tons/A **
4/22 29000 Seeds/A 5119 6/24* 5.4-3.66-4.31
57 513 5127 422
512 5/31
Com/Soybean/ Digger Pioneer 3769 sn7 6/10 5.2 tons/A **
Oat 4722 29000 Seeds/A 519 6124* 5.4-3.66-4.31
174 5113 5127 4122
512 5131
Com/Soybean/ Digger Pioneer 3769 5117 6/10 0.9 tons/A ™
Oat/Alfaifa 4/22 28000 Seeds/A 5119 6/24* 5.4-3.66-4.31
57 513 5127 4/22
5112 5131
Soybean/Com Digger Parker 51 6/14 0.63 tons/A **
4122 158000 Seeds/A 6724 5.4-3.66-4.31
57 527 4/22
512
5123
5127
Soybean/Oat/ Digger Parker 5131 614 0.63 tons/A **
Com 4/22 158000 Seeds/A 6/24 5.4-3.66-4.31
57 5127 422
512
523
5127
Soybean/Oat/ Digger Parker 5131 6/14 0.9 tons/A **
Alfalfa)Com 4/22 158000 Seeds/A 6/24 5.4-3.66-4.31
57 5127 4/22
5112
523
5127
Dat/Com/ Digger Dane 0.5tons/A ™
Soybean 4/22 80 Ibs/A 5.4-3.664.31
Harrow/Pack 4122 4/22
4123
Oat/Alfalfa/ Digger Dane 64 ibs/A 0.5 tons/A **
Com/Soybean 422 4722 5.4-3.66-4.31
Harrow/Pack Pioneer 5262 4722
4/23 12 Ibs/A
4/22
Atfalia/Comv/ Pioneer 5262 1.19 tons/A **
Soybean/Oat 5.4-3.66-4.31
4/22

* Cultivation on 6/24 was on no manure com only.

** Split plot design where only half the plot received manure.
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Table 2. Crop rotation and manure effects on com vields

1980 1991 1992 1993 1594

Manure Manure Manure Manure Manure
Rotation + - + - + - + - + -

bwa

cc 846 745 854 557 933 637 425 112 1495 §73
Cs 857 731 1127 708 1233 7541 577 238 1682 918
cso 101.7 780 g0.8 §57.8 1331 705 69.2 245 1747 99.9
CSOA 829 709 116.2__ 69.1 1404 987 69.5 46.2 1566  93.3
LSDgos 24 285 238 19.8 163 406 199 125 189 374

Table 3. Crop rotation and manure effects on soybean vyields

1880 1991 1992 1993 1994
Manure Manure Manure Manure Manure
Rotation + - + - + - + - + -
bwa
sC 425 38.1 40.0 35.8 266 284 333 243 204 239
oo 437 412 357 354 284 278 357 232 271 306
SOAC 43.7 40.7 36.3 33.8 28.5 28.3 336 213 26.7 291
LSDqs 7.9 8.0 g6 118 66 106 74 72 6.3 6.3

Table 4. Crop rotation and manure effects on oat yields

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994
Manure Manure Manure Manure Manure
Rotation + - + - + - + - + -
bu/a
oCs 937 70.0 399 387 89.1 836 308 157 212 213
_OACS 89.1 65.9 394 382 69.0 _ 66.0 269 166 18.5 18.5
LSDg s 62 234 9.2 5.4 407 275 212 138 26 225

Table 5. Crop rotation and manure effects on alfalfa yields
1991 1992 1993 1994

Manure Manure Manure Manure
_Rotation + - + - + - + -
ton/a
ACSO 5.4 4.5 43 29 4.8 3.3 6.6 3.1
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WEST CENTRAL EXPERIMENT STATION
WEATHER SUMMARY - 1994

Soil Temperature

Precipitation Air Temperature (10 cm depth)

Month/ Dates/ 100-yr. Dev. 100-yr.  Dev. 10-yr.
Period Period 1994 average fromav. 1994 average fromav. 1994 average
January 1-31 1.00 0.68 +0.32 -25 8.0 -10.5 314 20.7
February 1-28 0.71 0.67 +0.04 5.1 12.8 -7.7 28.6 23.9
March 1-31  0.78 1.13 -0.35 29.5 26.7 +2.8 31.9 29.2
April 1-10 0.22 0.57 -0.35 38.4 38.0 +0.4 38.5

11-20 0.67 0.64 +0.03 48.4 444 +4.0 445

21-30 4.68 1.05 +3.63 449 48.3 -34 44.5
Total/ av. 557 226 +3.31 43, 43.6 +0.3 42, 41.4
May 110 014  0.77 -0.63 47.5 52.0 -45 49.0

11-20 0.35 0.95 -0.60 65.2 55.8 +94 63.9

21-31 0.63 1.25 -0.62 67.1 60.0 +7.1 69.8 -
Total/av. 1.12 2.97 -1.85 60.1 56.1 +4.0 61.2 571
June 1-10 0.02 1.29 -1.27 65.8 63.0 +28 71.4

1120 1.23 1.30 -0.07 68.4 66.3 +2.1 68.3
21-30 128 1.37 -0.12 69.4 8.1 +1.3 72.1

Total/av. 2.50 3.96 -1.46 67.9 65:8 +2.1 70. 69.3
July 110 5.29 1.44 +3.85 68.0 70.1 -2.1 70.5

11-20 0.68 1.06 -0.37 68.6 71.4 -28 73.2

21-31 0.18 1.01 -0.83 67.6 71.4 -3.8 731
Total/av. 6.16 3.51 +2.65 68.1 70.9 -2.8 72.3 76.7
August 1-10 1.20 1.04 +0.16 66.8 70.4 -36 73.7

11-20 0.28 0.93 -0.65 65.2 69.0 -3.8 68.0

21-31 068 104 -0.36 666 669 =03 1.4 N
Total/av. 2.16 3.01 -0.85 66.2 68.7 -25 71.0 73.9
September  1-30 1.98 2.20 -0.22 62.6 59.0 +3.6 64.0 61.5
October 1-31 3.13 1.74 +1.39 49.3 47.2 +2.1 49.1 47.8
November 1-30 0.73 0.97 -0.24 34.6 29.7 +49 36.1 33.6

December  1-31  0.41 0.68 -0.27 19.4 15.2 +4.2 29.4 23.4

Growing 41- 17.51 15.71 +1.80 61.3 61.0 +0.3 63.6 63.8
Season 8/31

Annual 11- 26.25 23.78 +2.47 42.2 42.0 +0.2 49.2 46.7
12/31
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CONTINUOUS CORN SILAGE'
S.D. Bvans?

Abstract

This long-term study addresses the effects of removal of continuous com silage and corn grain on
soil properties and yield. In 1994 there were significant effects of fertilizer level only. The 28-year
averages show no yield differences due to the removal of silage versus grain. A significant
difference in yield does exist between the long-term high and low fertilizer rates.

Obijective

This is the 28th year of a continuing study initiated in 1965 on a Mclntosh silt loan soil. The study was initiated to
determine the effects of removal of continuous corn silage and fertilizer rate on soil properties and yield. Half the
plots receive a fertilizer rate of 74+48+48 (N+P,0.+K,0) Ib/A and the other half a rate of 148+96+96, fall applied.
Silage and shelled comn samples were collected.

Experimental Procedure

The experiment is designed as a latin square with 4 treatments: (1) silage, low fertility (2) silage, high fertility (3)
grain, low fertility (4) grain, high fertility. In 1993 the com plants were severely stunted due to excessive rain and
cool temperatures. The corn failed to reach maturity and was chopped down with a flail chopper and disked under
on September 9 and moldboard plowed on October 28, 1993. The study was field cultivated on May 13 and again
on May 16 and seeded to Pioneer 3751 corn at 30,000 seeds/A in 30-inch rows on May 17, 1994. Force 1.5G
was band applied at seeding at 10 Ib/A. Lasso @ 3 Ib/A active ingredient (a.i.) + Bladex @ 2.2 Ib/A a.i. were
applied pre-emergence broadcast on May 20. The study was row cultivated on June 10 and again on June 22.
Dates of tasseling and silking were recorded. Silage yields were obtained from chopping 3 10-foot rows on
September 20 and grain yields were calculated from 2 45-foot rows harvested with a plot combine on October 14.
Yields were also taken, as in past years, on an adjacent unfertilized (check) area where only the grain is removed.

Results and Discussion

Silage Yields

There were significant differences in silage yields between high and low fertility treatments in 1994 (Table 1).
There were no significant differences in silage yields due to the continuous removal of grain or silage at the low
fertility level or at the high fertility level in 1994. The 28-year average shows no effect on silage yields with regard
to continuous grain or silage removal but does show significant differences between high and low fertility
treatments.

Crain Yields

The 1994 grain yields (Table 2) show a significant difference in grain yield between the high and low fertility
treatments of 52.1 bu/A. The long-term 2B-year average also shows a significant grain yield advantage for high
fertility over low fertility treatments of 7.0 bu/A.

This study will be continued in 1995.

' Funding provided by the West Cent. Expt. Sta., Univ. of Minnesota.
2 Professor, West Cent. Expt. Sta., Univ. of Minnesota.
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Table 1. Effect of removal of continuous silage or grain only on silage yields.

Treatment 1994 Yield 1966-1994 Yield
dry matter, tons/A dry matter, tons/A
Silage, low fertility _ 5.47 5.59
Silage, high fertility 8.06 6.19
Grain, low fertility 6.33 5.69
_Grain, highfertitty _______ 766 _______________&10_ _______

Signif. Levels (%)

Treatment 96 >89

Year - >99

Treatment x Year - >99

LSD, Treatment {.05) 1.85 0.16

Table 2. Effect of fertilizer level on grain and silage yields.

Treatment 1994 Yield 1966-1994 Yield
bu/A @ 15.5% Moist bu/A @ 15.5% Moist
Grain, low fertility 127.3 91.3
_Grain, hightertiity _____________ 1794 _______ _______983________
Signif. Levels
Treatment 98 >09
Year - >99
Treatment x Year - >99
__LSD Treatment(os) __________ 385 _______________: 29 ________.
Grain, check (bu/A) 63.8 47.8

Silage, check (D.M. tons/A) 2.81 3.47
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ANHYDROUS AMMONIA KNIFE SPACING STUDY'

S.D. Evans and G.A. Nelson®
Abstract

A field study was initiated at Morris, MN in 1994 to study the eftect of sidedressed anhydrous
ammonia knife spacing on com yield. Additional treatments were included to evaluate urea
application at sidedress stage with and without incorporation. There was an increase in corn yield
up to 72 [b N/A as anhydrous ammonia, but no difference due to knife spacing. There was no
influence of urea incorporation at the 72- and 108-Ib N rates and no difference between the urea
N source and anhydrous ammonia. This study will be continued for 1 or 2 more years.

Objectives

Anhydrous ammonia is the dominant source of inorganic nitrogen used in corn production. Normally anhydrous
ammonia is injected into the soil through knives that run 6-10 inches deep. Horsepower requirements and fuel
consumption are high during this process. It would be advantageous to space anhydrous ammonia knives 60
inches apan, rather than the conventiona! 30-inch spacing, to reduce horsepower and fuel requirements during the
anhydrous ammonia application process. At the 60-inch spacing no ammonia is applied in the tractor wheel
tracks. This study was designed to evaluate corn grain yield response due to spacing of anhydrous ammonia
applicator knives at 30-inch intervals versus 60-inch intervals. The anhydrous ammonia was applied sidedress at
the 5-leaf stage of com with a conventional anhydrous ammonia applicator.

Experimental Procedures

An experiment was established in 1994 on a Nutley clay soil (2 reps) and Flom loam soil (2 reps). The individual
plots were 6 rows (15 ft) wide and 45 ft long. The experimental design was a randomized complete block with

4 replications. The experimental site was in oats in 1993 and fall chisel plowed. The fall NO,-N (0-2 ft) was

14 Ib/A. Other initial soil tests are shown in Table 1. The study was field cultivated once and then seeded with a
6-row planter to Ciba-Geigy 4172 corn at 30,000 seeds/A in 30-inch rows on May 9. Force 1.5G was band applied
at 10 Ib/A at seeding. Lasso @ 3.0 Ib/A active ingredient (a.i.) + Bladex @ 2.2 Ib/A a.i. was applied preemergence
on May 16. Anhydrous ammonia was sidedress applied with 30 and 60 inches between knives on June 8.
Nitrogen was applied at rates of 32, 72, 108, and 144 Ib/A at 30- and 60-inch knife spacings. A check treatment
(no N) was also included by running knives at 30- and 60-inch spacings through the check plots without applying
any nitrogen. Corn was in the 5-leaf, 3-collar stage at the time of nitrogen application. The study was cultivated
with 6-row equipment on June 8, prior to nitrogen application and again on June 27. Four urea treatments were
also included into the study for comparative purposes. Urea applications of 72 and 108 Ib N/A were broadcast
applied prior to cultivation on June 8, and thus incorporated via row cultivation. The unincorporated urea
treatments of 72 and 108 Ib N/A were broadcast applied after row cultivation on June 8. The urea treatments were
also cultivated on June 27. Tasseling and silking dates were recorded. The study was harvested for grain on
September 28 with a plot combine.

Results

The check treatments tasseled and silked about 1 day later than all other treatments. There were significant
differences in grain yield due to nitrogen rate (Table 2.). There were no significant effects on grain yield due to
knife spacing or the knife spacing x treatment interaction. Yield was maximized at about 72 Ib N/A. The
comparison of urea incorporated, urea unincorporated, and ammonia at 2 N rates showed no siginficant
diferences (Table 3). The surface applied urea was probably incorporated by raintfall that fell soon after
application. On days 3 and 4 following application a total of 0.28 inch was recorded and an additional 0.61 inch on
days 6 through 9 after application.

' Funding provided by the West Cent. Expt. Sta., Univ. of Minnesota.
2 Professor and Assistant Scientist, West Cent. Expt. Sta., Univ. of Minnesota.
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Table 1. Analysis of initial soil samples.

Organic Matter pH Qlsen P Bray P K Zn
% ppm ppm ppm ppm
Average 5.7 -- -- 34 227 2.6
Range 4.9-7.2 7.0-7.8 30-43* 21-50 200-250 1.5-4.3
* Values from only 2 reps with pH <7.4."
Table 2. Effect of anhydrous ammonia applicator knife spacing on com grain yield.
Nitrogen Rate 30-in. Knife Spacing __ 60-in. Knife Spacing Mean
/A eeeeeee.s bu/A @ 15.5% M--------
0] 80.5 805 80.5
32 . 106.9 113.5 110.2
72 150.3 148.9 149.6
108 142.7 153.3 148.0
144 159.3 159.8 159.5
Signif. Levels (%)
Rep ' 62
Knife Spacing (KS) 34
N Treatment (N) >99
LSD, Trt. (.05) 28.5
KS x N. 2
Table 3. Effect of incorporation, knife spacing, and N source on corr grain yield.
N Source Nitrogen Rate Knife Spacing Incorporated Yield
Ib/A bu/A @15.5% M
NH, 72 30 Yes 150.3
NH, 72 60 Yes 148.9
NH, 108 30 Yes 142.7
NH, 108 60 Yes 153.3
Urea 72 .- No 127.5
Urea 72 .- Yes 133.8
Urea 108 -- No 139.6
Urea 108 .- Yes 124.9
Signif. Levels (%)
Rep 89
T 74
LSD (.05) NS
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ESTIMATION OF DIRECT AND RESIDUAL N AVAILABILITY
FROM APPLIED LIQUID SWINE AND DAIRY MANURE'

S.D. Evans, G.N. Nelson, C.F. Reece, R.L. Robertson, P.R. Goodrich, and A.E. Olness®
Abstract

The effects of liquid swine and liquid dairy manure applied at four rates on soil NO,-N content and
various crop parameters were evaluated for one and two years following fall manure injection and
compared to four rates of urea and a check. The first year following application, all but the lowest
manure rates increased soil NO,-N levels at emergence, V5, and post-harvest over the check
treatment. Soil NO,-N levels from the 2nd year following manure application were significantly
higher than the check treatment at emergence and V5 only with the highest manure rate from both
sources. Post-harvest soil NO,-N levels of the two highest rates of both manures were higher
than the check in the 2-5 ft depth zone. Differences in chlorophyll meter readings on the residual
manure study were significant only on July 11, the pre-tassel stage. On the study the first year
after manure application, chlorophyll meter readings were affected by treatment at both V5 and
pre-tassel stages. On both studies the range in readings was wider at pre-tassel than at V5.
Plant height, total N upake, grain N removal, silage yield, and grain yield were all significantly
affected by treatment on both studies. The effects were much larger on the 1st year following
manure application as compared to the 2nd year. There was a positive relationship between soil
NO,-N to a 2-ft depth at corn stage V5 and corn grain yield. This study will be continued for one
more crop year.

Introduction

Animal agriculture is an important part of the farm economy in west central Minnesota. Most manure is used as a
nutrient source on cropland, but most farmers tend to give less credit to manure than suggested because 1) N
fertilizer is cheap and 2) a little extra N gives them a cushion in case of unexpected N losses or reduced N
availability from manure. It would be helpful if farmers had some technigue to determine the N status and
predicted N need before the period of maximum N uptake and early enough so that supplemental N could be
applied. This is particularly important for slow release N sources such as manure. Early season soil and plant
tests will be used to evaluate the apparent N mineralization rate and N status of the corn crop. Climatic variables
will also be measured on a limited number of plots in another phase of the overall nutrient recycling effort so that
apparent N mineralization can be modeled. Corn grain yields and N uptake will be used as the final measure of N
availability over a growing season,

Experimental Procedures

The experimental site was established in the fall of 1992 on a predominately Aastad clay loam (Pachic Udic
Haploboroll, fine loamy, mixed) located on the West Central Experiment Station, Morris, MN. The 1992 crop was
corn and was harvested as corn silage on October 1-2, 1992. Two trial sites were established; one to commence
with manure and fertilizer applications in the fall of 1992 (Site 1) and the other to commence with manure and
fertilizer applications in the fall of 1993 (Site 2).

Treatment areas were staked out on both sites on October 5. The design for each site was a randomized
complete block with 4 replications. Plot size was 15 ft wide (6 rows) by 47.5 ft long. Thirteen treatments included
a check, 4 rates of urea, 4 rates of liquid swine manure, and 4 rates of liquid dairy manure (Table 2). Site 1 was
grid sampled on October 6, 1992 on the corners of every second plot to determine the depth of topsoil, soil
drainage characteristics, soil pH, soil organic matter content, and depth to carbonates. The same measurements

' Support for this project was provided by the Legislative Commission on Minnesota Resources, the West Cent. Exp. Sta.,

] the Soil Science Dept., and the Agricultural Eng. Dept., Univ. of Minnesota.

© S.D. Evans and G.N. Nelson are Professor and Asst. Scientist, West Cent. Exp. Sta., Univ. of Minnesota; C.F. Reece and
R.L. Robertson are Asst. Professor and Senior Lab. Tech., Univ. of Minnesota; P.R. Goodrich is Professor, Agricultural
Eng. Dept., Univ. of Minnesota; and A.E. Olness is Soil Scientist, USDA-ARS, Morris, MN.,
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were made on Site 2 on September 1, 1994, Samples were air dried and saved for analysis. Ferlilizer was
applied broadcast to Sites 1 and 2 on October 14, 1992 to provide 75 Ib/A P,O,and 75 Ib/A K,O.

Manure treatments were applied to Site 1 on October 19-20, 1992 and to Site 2 on October 21-22, 1993. Target
application rates were 80, 160, 240, and 320 Ib N/A. All manure treatments were applied with an experimental
Agricultural Engineering Department manure applicator. Samples of each manure were taken directly from the
applicator in the field for subsequent analysis. The N contents of the manures are given in Table 1. The
applicator was weighed using portable load cells before and after each application treatment to calculate actual
application rates. The applied manure rates were calculated from these weights (Table 2). The manure was
metered through 4 hydraulically driven pumps, one for each injector, to provide an accurate uniform application.
The applicator was outfitted with 4 18-inch sweeps, 24 inches on center, for a total applicator width of 7.5 feet.
Two passes were required for each plot. Manure was applied at a 4-5 inch depth for all manures and rates except
for the 320-Ib dairy rate in 1992 which was applied at 5-6 inches on the first pass and 3-4 inches on the second
pass. Inorganic fertilizer as urea was applied to provide 40, 80, 120, and 160 Ib N/A. Urea was applied to Site 1
on October 22, 1992 and then field cultivated to incorporate the urea and remove wheel tracks from the manure
applicator. Urea was applied to Site 2 on October 18, 1993 and then field cultivated to incorporate the urea and
remove wheel tracks from the manure applicator on October 22, 1993. Urea was also applied to urea treatments
in Site 1 in the fall of 1993 and to both sites in the fall of 1994. This study will be continued for one more crop year
with only residual manure as compared to annual urea treatments.

2nd Year Residual Availability - Site 1 (1993-1994)

For the second year of the study on Site 1 the site was field cultivated for seedbed preparation on May 9, 1994
Ciba-Geigy 4172 comn was seeded at 30,000 seeds/A on May 9. Force 1.5G was applied at seeding at 10 Ib/A. A
tank mix of Lasso @ 3 Ib/A active ingredient (a. i.) + Bladex @ 2.2 Ib/A a. i. was applied broadcast preemergence
on May 16.

The plots were soil sampled at the emergence stage (2-leaf) of corn on May 24-25. Plots consisted of 6 rows and
were sampled to a depth of 2 ft in 1-ft increments. Each soil sample was a composite of 6 subsample probes (two
in the corn row, two 7.5 inches from the row to the north, and two 15 inches from the row to the north). Soil
samples were dried at 95°F for 24 hours, ground, and analyzed for NH,-N and NO,-N.

On June 1 Accent @ 2/3 ounce/A was applied broadcast for grass control. On June 8 the plots were row
cultivated. The plots were soil sampied at the V5 stage of corn of corn in the same manner as the emergence
sampling on June 13-14. On June 16 chlorophyll meter readings were taken on 10 plants/plot. Plant heights were
measured on June 28 (10 plants/plot, extended leaf) and a plant population count was taken on June 28.
Chiorophyll meter readings were taken a 2nd time on July 11 just prior to tasseling. Corn tasseling and silking
dates were recorded.

Corn was hand harvested for silage yields from 45 ft of row on September 14-15. Silage samples were dried at
150°F for 48 hours and saved for N analysis. On September 22, 10 basal stalk samples were collected from each
plot, each stalk was an 8-inch section located 6 to 14 inches from the soil surface. Comn grain was harvested from
2 45-ft rows using an Almaco combine on September 27. The plots were soil sampled using the same method as
at the emergence sampling except they were sampled to a depth of 5 ft in 1-ft increments on October 10-11. Corn
stalks were chopped on October 21 and urea fertilizer was applied on October 24 to the same plots and rates as in
the fall of 1993. The study was chisel plowed on October 25.

1st Year Avaitability - Site 2 (1994-9

For the first year of the study in Site 2 the field procedures, planting dates, hybrids, herbicides, plant and soil
sampling procedures and dates were the same as in Site 1 with the following exceptions: emergence soil samples
were taken on May 25-26, com silage was harvested on September 15, and fall soil samples were taken on
October 11-13.
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Results and Discussion

2nd Year Residual Availability - Site 1 (1993-1994)

Soil N Content. There were significant effects of treatment on soil NO,-N for emergence and V5 sampling dates
and depth combinations shown in Table 3 for Site 1. The fall harvest date was only significant at the 0-5 ft depth
indicating that 2 years after manure application the mineralized N had either been used up or leached out of the 0-
1 and 1-2 ft increments. There were no significant effects of treatment on soil NH-N values on Site 1.

Plant Measurement. Relative chlorophyll meter readings, grain yield, silage yield, and plant height were
significantly affected by treatment at Site 1 shown in Table 5. Relative chlorophyll meter readings were significant
on July 11 but not on June 16. July 11 readings gave a good indication of yield range but were not precise enough
to indicate yield levels and July 11 is too late to apply additional N. Grain yield and silage yields behaved similarly
with treatments F3, F4, and D4 yielding the most. Due to heavy rainfall and/or low soil NO,-N it is possible
maximum yield was not reached at this site. Treatment effects for plant height, taken on June 27, were significant
with taller plants generally yielding more than shorter plants but no close correlation was evident. There were no
differences in grain moisture and grain bushel weight (Table 5) or in stover total N, grain total N, and basal stalk
NO,-N (Table 7). There were highly significant differences in total N uptake and N removed in the grain (Table 8).
The C.V.'s were very high in the residual manure study indicating the extreme variability in the N availability. All
basal stalk NO.-N values were less that 20 ppm indicating very littie available N in the soil at the end of the season
(Table 7).

1st Year Availability - Site 2 (1994-95)

Soil N Content. Treatments affected soil NO,-N for all sample dates and depth combinations shown in Table 4 for
Site 2. V5 nitrates were lesser than those at emergence but there were still significant treatment effects. Greatest
grain yields were associated with V5 0-2 ft NO,-N soil tests of 9.8 ppm or greater. There were no effects of
treatment on soil NH_-N values on Site 2.

Plant Measurements: Relative chlorophyll meter readings, grain yield and moisture, silage yield, and plant height
were significantly affected by treatment at Site 2 (Table 6). Relative chlorophyll meter readings were significant for
both June 18 and July 11 and generally reflect greater yields associated with higher readings but not accurately for
purposes of determining N status of the plant. Grain yield and silage yield responded in a similar manner with
greatest yields at treatments F3, F4, S2, S3, S4, D3, and D4. Plant height on June 27 generally corresponded
well with final yield. Stover total N, grain total N, and basal stalk NO,-N were significantly afiected by treatment at
Site 2 (Table 7). In 1993 grain N and stover N were also significant for differentiating high yielding from low
yielding treatments in 1993 but did not correlate with 1994 yields from manure treatments. Basal stalk NO,-N was
excellent for indicating excess inorganic N in the soil profile during the growing season as shown in S2, S3, and
S4. There were highly significant effects of treatment on total N uptake on N removed in the grain from 1st year
manure and urea applications (Table 8). The C.V.’s of the 1st year data were much lower than in the residual
manure data. Basal stalk NO.-N values of three of the swine manure treatments were above 200 ppm (Table 7)
indicating substantial available N in the soil at the end of the growing season. This was also shown in the soil
NO,-N measurements (Table 4).

Yield - Soil Nitrate-N Relationship

In 1993 we found a close relationship between corn grain yield and soil NO,-N (0-2 ft) at leaf stage V5. Similar
data for 1994 is plotted in Fig. 1. With all treatments included (both sites) the ¥ = 0.79. A slightly better relation
was found when including only the organic plots (©* = 0.85). It appears that a soil NO,-N (0-2 ft) of about 10 ppm
for corn leaf stage V5 was sufficient to reach about 95% of maximum yield.
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Table 1. Nitrogen content of manure used.

Site 1, N Applied fall 1992

Site 2, N Applied fall 1893

Manure Avail Avail. Avail.
Source* Total Org. NH,-N (93y° (94)° Total Org. NH,-N (94)°
----------------------------------- Ib/1000 gallong - <= =------cccccccacacnaaa.
Swine 316 18.2 134 18.9 1.91 54.0 9.6 44.4 47.3
Dairy 35.6 17.4 18.3 23.5 1.83 31.4 13.2 18.2 22.2

* Sampled from the manure applicator just prior to application.

® Available N 1st year = NH,-N + 30% of organic N.
¢ Available N 2nd year = 15%(remaining 70% of organic N).

Table 2. Treatments, target N rates, manure applied, and actual N applied, 1992 & 1993.

Site 1, N Applied fall 1992

Site 2, N Applied fall 1893

Manure 93 Avail. 94 Avail.  Target Manure 94 Avail.
Tr. N Source Applied Rates®( Rates®( Rates Applied Rates’

-gal/A-  e--ee---- B/A e eeenns -gal/A- -|Ib/A-
CK None 0 0 0 0 0 0
F1 Urea 0 40 40 40 0 40
F2 Urea 0 80 80 80 ¢} 80
F3 Urea 0 120 120 120 0 120
F4 Urea 0 160 160 160 0 160
S1 Swine manure 2440 46 5 80 1740 82
S2 Swine manure 4880 92 9 160 5070 240
S3 Swine manure 7180 136 14 240 7400 350
S4 Swine manure 9740 184 19 320 9860 466
D1 Dairy manure 3880 91 7 80 2290 51
D2 Dairy manure 7860 185 14 160 4906 109
D3 Dairy manure 11300 266 21 240 6830 151
D4 Dairy manure 15700 370 29 320 8680 192

* Based on actual weight of manure applied and available N values from Table 1.
* Based on actual weight of manure applied and residual N values from Table 1.
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Table 3. Effect of N source and rate on nitrate-N in the soil profile at emergence and V5 stage of com growth, Site
1, 1994,

Avail. Emergence NO-N V5 NO-N Post Fall Harvest NO -N
N Source N Rate 0-11t 0-2 ft 0-1 ft 0-2 ft 0-11 0-2 ft 0-5

Ib/A  c-ecccecciccciiaaaeen PPM-vcccccaccecrcncccccccrnenna
Check 0 5.2 3.9 4.9 3.6 2.3 1.2 1.1
Urea® 40 6.2 5.5 5.1 4.5 1.3 0.9 1.5
Urea 80 12.4 9.5 7.9 7.4 2.2 1.2 1.8
Urea 120 7.9 8.7 7.5 8.6 1.2 0.8 3.4
Urea 160 12.5 124 9.6 9.1 2.3 15 34
Swine' 5 4.6 3.5 4.4 36 1.9 1.1 14
Swine 9 49 3.8 45 3.4 1.6 1.0 1.8
Swine 14 6.7 5.4 5.1 4.1 3.2 1.8 2.4
Swine 19 5.6 4.4 4.1 4.0 24 13 4.4
Dairy® 7 6.1 4.7 5.3 4.2 1.8 1.0 1.5
Dairy 14 6.0 4.5 4.9 3.7 2.4 1.3 2.6
Dairy 21 6.0 4.9 4.7 3.8 2.5 14 3.3
Dairy 29 7.4 6.5 7.0 6.6 2.1 1.2 4.8
Pr>F .0001 .0001 .0019 .0001 1019 1406 .0001
BLSD(.05) 29 20 26 1.9 NS NS 1.1
C.V. (%) 24.8 20.8 25.2 23.1 32.1 30.6 24.5

* Manure was applied fall of 1992, inorganic N was applied fall of 1992 and fall of 1983.

Table 4. Effect of N source and rate on nitrate-N in the soil profile at emergence and V5 stage of corn growth, Site
2, 1994,

Avail. Emergence NO-N V5 NO.-N Post Fall Harvest NO -N
N Source N Rate 0-1 ft 0-2 ft 0-1 1 0-2 ft 0-1# 0-2 0-5 ft

Ib/A - memeceececcee e PPM--c-cccecrmcanccccecccnnn
Check 0 6.0 4.8 4.3 41 2.3 1.3 2.0
Urea" 40 7.2 6.2 6.2 5.8 2.0 1.2 2.6
Urea 80 9.9 8.1 8.2 8.3 2.2 1.4 2.3
Urea 120 13.0 11.2 10.3 9.8 2.0 1.3 1.9
Urea 160 19.1 16.6 14.8 12.9 3.4 2.0 3.4
Swine® 82 7.4 7.2 5.9 6.4 2.6 16 2.8
Swine 240 15.8 15.9 13.7 12.7 4.2 26 3.6
Swine 350 23.9 204 19.9 17.8 6.1 5.4 5.9
Swine 466 33.7 29.0 30.2 25.1 13.2 11.9 8.2
Dairy 51 6.2 6.0 5.2 5.2 20 1.1 1.7
Dairy 109 10.2 9.7 8.3 8.2 2.1 1.2 27
Dairy 151 10.1 9.9 10.2 9.9 3.1 1.8 3.2
Dairy 192 13.2 12.1 11.9 10.8 2.9 1.7 2.9
Pr>F 0001 .0001 .0001 .0001 .0001 .0001 .0001
BLSD(.05) 5.9 3.5 7.6 4.9 3.8 2.2 1.6
C.V. (%) 32.6 22.0 47.4 34.4 715 59.2 34.2

* Manure and inorganic N were applied in the fall of 1993.
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Table 5. Influence of nitrogen source and rate on plant measurements: chlorophyll meter_readings, grain vield,
grain moisture, grain bushel weight, plant height, and silage yield, Site 1, 1994.

Relative Plant

Avail. Chilorophyll® Grain Height  Silage

N Source NRate Juni16 Jly11 Yield Moisture  Weight Jun27 _ Yield
Ib/A -bu/A- e -bbu- --in--  -Ib/A-

Check 0 0.90 0.73 75.8 27.7 53.1 425 8050
Urea" 40 0.98 0.86 101.2 254 52.9 45.2 9600
Urea 80 0.97 0.96 122.2 24.0 53.7 51.9 11700
Urea 120 1.02 0.96 127.4 25.3 53.7 48.7 13000
Urea 160 1.00 1.00 139.5 25.2 53.8 50.4 13400
Swine* 5 0.88 0.79 70.7 26.1 53.8 42.8 8570
Swine 9 0.89 0.76 92.6 25.9 53.6 44.7 9600
Swine 14 0.93 0.85 94.1 24.8 53.9 47.4 10100
Swine 19 0.83 0.85 98.1 24.4 53.8 46.7 10400
Dairy* 7 0.88 0.80 75.3 25.2 53.1 45.0 8830
Dairy 14 0.93 0.93 108.4 23.7 54.3 50.8 11100
Dairy 21 0.95 0.85 104.8 24.5 53.9 49.4 11600
Dairy 29 0.97 0.94 132.1 26.1 53.3 50.4 12600
Pr>F 1150  .0023 .0100 6720 4609 .0001 .0006
BLSD(.05) e 0.14 424 e e 5.5 2394
C.V. (%) 6.5 8.7 21.4 8.3 1.3 4.5 12.9

* Manure was applied fall of 1992, inorganic N was applied fall of 1992 and fall of 1993.
® Actual chlorophyll meter readings for each rep were divided by the reading on treatment F4 for that rep.

Table 6. Influence of nitrogen source and rate on plant measurements: chlorophyli meter readings, grain yield,

grain moisture, grain bushel weight, plant height, and silage yield, Site 2, 1994.

Relative Plant

Avail. Chiorophyif® Grain Height  Silage

N Source N Rate Junig Jiy 11 Yield Moisture weight Jun27 Yield
Ib/A -bu/A- -=%-- -lbbbu- --in-- -Ib/A-

Check 0 0.89 0.76 108.5 27.7 53.2 47.8 11000
Urea* 40 0.89 0.80 117.4 25.6 52.6 50.7 11500
Urea 80 0.98 0.92 142.4 24.7 §3.2 55.6 14000
Urea 120 0.98 0.91 160.0 22.8 53.6 59.0 15700
Urea 160 1.00 1.00 171.4 24.9 52.9 59.9 16500
Swine' 82 0.97 0.88 128.3 24.6 53.5 585.7 13700
Swine 240 0.97 0.94 180.6 24.8 5§3.0 62.3 17300
Swine 350 1.02 0.98 188.4 25.8 52.1 65.4 17800
Swine 466 1.00 0.99 187.2 26.6 52.8 64.4 19200
Dairy* 51 0.88 0.79 116.3 26.9 52.5 50.8 12000
Dairy 109 0.97 0.90 147.2 26.3 53.4 58.6 15000
Dairy 151 0.94 0.92 166.6 25.9 52.9 59.9 16500
Dairy 192 0.99 0.98 174.2 23.6 53.5 62.9 16300
Pr>F 0015 .0001 0001 0413 .1322 .0001 L0001
BLSD(.05) 0.07 0.05 14.9 33 e 31 1780
C.V. (%) 5.0 4.0 7.5 7.2 1.3 4.1 8.9

* Manure and inorganic N were applied fall of 1993.
® Actual chlorophyll meter readings for each rep were divided by the reading on treatment F4 for that rep.
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Table 7. Influence of nitrogen source and rate on total N content of stover, total N content of grain, and NO3-N

concentration of plant basal stalk, 1994, Site 1 and 2.

1994 Site 1 1994 Site 2

Avail. Stover Grain Basal Avail. Stover Grain Basal

N N Total Total Stalk N N Total Total Stalk
Source® Rate N N - NO-N Source® Rate N N NO,-N
Ib/A cee%---- -ppm- Ib/A Y- “%- -ppm-

Check 0 0.36 0.85 1.14 Check 0 0.30 0.85 7.06
Urea 40 0.38 0.89 0.75 Urea 40 0.32 0.90 1.78
Urea 80 0.47 0.93 5.57 Urea 80 0.36 1.02 1.58
Urea 120 0.39 0.95 1290 Urea 120 0.42 1.05 2.41
Urea 160 0.39 1.05 18.10 Urea 160 0.44 1.20 11.70
Swine 5 0.33 0.89 0.96 Swine 82 0.38 0.98 0.81
Swine 9 0.33 0.90 0.81 Swine 240 0.50 1.18  215.00
Swine 14 0.38 0.94 1.43 Swine 350 0.47 1.30 512.00
Swine 19 0.41 1.00 422 Swine 466 0.55 124 976.63
Dairy 7 0.37 0.87 0.70 Dairy 51 0.37 0.88 0.83
Dairy 14 0.35 0.84 1.94 Dairy 109 0.33 1.04 1.91
Dairy 21 0.37 0.98 1.76 Dairy 151 0.36 1.07 1.35
Dairy 29 0.41 1.07 5.63 Dairy 192 0.47 1.25 22.30
Pr>F 7244 1052 .1666 0001 .0001 .0001
BLSD .05 NS NS NS 0.09 0.12 180.3
C.V. (%) 20.4 10.0 172.5 15.7 8.6 101.9

* Manure was applied fall of 1992, inorganic N was applied fall of 1992 and fall of 1993.
® Manure and inorganic N were applied in the fall of 1993.

Table 8. Influence of nitrogen source and rate on total N uptake and total N removed in

the grain, 1994.

1994 - Site 1 1994 - Site 2
Avail. Total Total N Avail, Total Total N
N N N Removed N N N Removed
Source" Rate® Uptake in Grain Source* Rate’ Uptake in Grain
------- Ib/A -aen-a- ceeeac-b/Accnen-
Check 0 49 37 Check 0 67 52
Urea 40 66 51 Urea 40 75 60
Urea 80 87 64 Urea 80 103 82
Urea 120 89 67 Urea 120 121 95
Urea 160 105 82 Urea 160 146 115
Swine 5 48 36 Swine 82 92 70
Swine 9 60 47 Swine 240 154 119
Swine 14 66 49 Swine 350 171 138
Swine 19 74 57 Swine 466 175 130
Dairy 7 51 36 Dairy 51 77 57
Dairy 14 68 51 Dairy 109 107 86
Dairy 21 76 58 Dairy 151 123 100
Dairy 29 103 81 Dairy 192 153 122
Pr>F .0080 0141 .0001 0001
BLSD .05 35 31 18 16
C.V. (%) 25.7 28.6 11.5 13.2

*Manure was applied fall of 1992, inorganic N was applied fall of 1992 and fall of 1993.
®Available N 1st year = NH4-N + 30% of organic N.

“Manure and inorganic N were applied in the fall of 1983.

“Available N 2nd year = 15%(remaining 70% of organic N).
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ASSESSMENT OF THE EFFECTS OF TILLAGE
AND MANURE APPLICATION ON SEDIMENT AND P LOSS DUE TO RUNOFF IN 1994*

D. Ginting, J.F. Moncrief, S.C. Gupta, S.D. Evans, G.A. Nelson, B.J. Johnson and A. Ranaivosen?
Abstract

In the RT system, snowmelt-runoff was the predominant source of the annual runoff and phosphorus loss; On
the contrary, in the PL system, rainfall-runoff was the predominant source of the annual runoff and
phosphorus loss. Sediment loss in snowmelt-runoff was a negligible contribution to the annual sediment
loss. Therefore the annual sediment loss was mainly from rainfall-runoff. The PL systems resulted in 11.8
times higher sediment loss compared to RT system. The annual TP loss in the PL systems was 1.9 times higher
than TP from RT systems. Particulate-P fram PL plots was 3.9 times higher than that of the RT systems. The
RT system resulted in 3.7 times higher IMRP loss compared to the PL system. One time manure application in
1992 did not significantly influence the annual runcff, PP, DMRP and TP loss. Manure application
significantly reduced rainfall-runoff and sediment loss.

Tillage had no significant influence on grain yield, number of ears, and number of plants at harvest. The
RT system resulted in a significantly higher grain moisture content. Manure application significantly
influenced grain yield although did not significantly influence grain mecisture, number of ears, or number
of plants at harvest. There was no significant Qifference in earleaf-P concentration.

In Rt plots, manure application resulted in increased yield of 1.1 Mg ha-1, whereas in the PL system,
manure application resulted in no grain yield increase. Tillage systems were not significantly different in
grain-P uptake and grain-P concentration. Manure application significantly resulted in greater grain-P
uptake, grain P concentraticn and grain yield. Differences in grain-P Uptake and concentration was in part
due to the increase of so0il-P with manure applicaticn.

Introductien

Importance of agriculture as non-point source of pollutants lies in the significant association between
sediment or total phosphorus increases in natural water bodies and various measures of agricultural land
use. Sediment is the most visible of agriculturally derived pollutants. Sediments not only contribute to
costly dredging requirements at lake, ports and marinas but also carry sediment-bound pollutants, such as
particulate P, to surface waters such as lakes. Researchers indicated that for water quality management
adoption of conservation tillage reduces sediment and P loading to surface water. There is considerable
concern regarding the contamination of surface waters from land applied manure phosphorus. The concern over
phosphorus with respect to water quality is focused with stimulation of algae and other aquatic plant
growth due to phosphorus eutrophication. For most water bodies, phosphorus is the key limiting nutrient for
aguatic plant growth. Since, focusing only on total phosphorus for eutrcphication control could result in
no improvement in water quality, It is recommended that eutrophication control measures be directed toward
controlling algal available P. long term studies showed that reducing sediments will not necessarily lead
to a reduction in phosphorus eutrcphication.

In Minnesota, the problem of non-point source pollution in the Minnesota River Basin is confounded by the
extensive hog, dairy and poultry farming in the area. Manure application to land is a regular management
practice for crop production in the Minnesota River Basin. However to get the nutrient benefits from
manure, it needs to be incorporated in the soil. The dilemma is: to what degree of soil cultivation is
necessary to incorporate manure while maintaining enough residue to prevent excessive erosive losses of
sediment and phosphorus. The objectives of the study are:

1. To evaluate the effects of moldboard vs. ridge tillage in combination with and without manure
application on phosphorus and sediment loss in surface runoff both during frozen and unfrozen
periods.

2. To evaluate the effects of manure residue on the yield and plant P-uptake.

1 . . . . . e s .
Support for this project was provided by the Legislative Commission on Minnesota Resources. Their
support is greatly appreciated.

2 .
D. Ginting, J.F Moncrief, S.C. Gupta, B.J. Jchnson and A. Ranaivogon are Graduate Student, Associate
Profesgcor, Professor, and Assistant Scientists respectively in the Soil, Water and Climate Department at the
University of Minnesota, St. Paul, MN, 55108. §.D. Evans and G.A. Nelson are professor and Assistant
scientist, West Central Experiment Station, University of Minnesota, Morris, MN.
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Materials and Methods

Tillage and manure interactions on sediment and phosphorus transport in surface runoff are being evaluated
in the field at Morris, MN. Soil at the experimental site is a Barnes loam (fine-lcamy mixed Udic
Haploboroll, 12 % slope with south-eastern aspect). The initial soil test in 1992 for pH, Olson-P, Bray-P
and ammonium acetate extractable K were 8.0, 17 ppm, 23 ppm and 155 ppm respectively.

The experimental design is a randomized complete block with split plots three replications (tillage mair
plots and manure the subplots). Twelve erosion plots, 22 m by 3 m (to accommodate four rows of corn) were
marked and isolated using corrugated steel plates. At the end of each plot the runoff was routed with a
trough made of a polyvinyl chloride (PVC) sheet (3 m by .3 m) and then channeled through a PVC pipe to a
collecting system. The collecting system consists of three barrels of 210 L each. The first barrel collects
very coarse sediments. The overflow from the first barrel is channelled to the second barrel. At the second
barrel, 9 adjacent holes of 3.8 cm diameter were drilled near the rim of the barrel. Cne of the holes was
connected to a PVC pipe of 3.8 cm diameter which channelled the excess runoff to the third barrel. This
setup allowed 1/9 of the overflow from the second barrel to be collected in the third barrel. The collector
was designed for a runoff depth of 3.5 cm (10 year 24-hour rainfall of 9.7 cm considering the curve number
of 71). Corrugated roofing was placed over the PVC sheet at the end of the plots to avoid direct
precipitation getting into the collecting system.

Tillage treatments include ridge tillage and moldboard plowing systems. Moldboard plowing practically
allews conplete soil incorporation of manure. In the moldboard system, fall moldboard plowing was followed
in the spring by a field cultivation prior to planting. Ridge tillage represents an intermediate level of
soil incorporation. Plant residue were concentrated between plant rows during winter and spring. Ridging
was done on 24 June. Detailed cultural practices are presented in Table 1.

Manure treatments are with and without. Solid beef manure was applied once at the rate of 56 tcn/ha in the
spring of 1992. The manure contained approximately 161 kg TP/ha which contained 64 kg inorganic Prsha.

The runoff volume in each barrel was measured using a calibrated dip stick. After volume measurement, the
runoff suspension was thoroughly stirred and samples were taken for sediment and phosphorus measurements.
Sediments were measured by evaporating 200 mL o suspension followed by drying at 105 C. For each treatment
sediment measurements were done in duplicate.

Total phosphorus was measured using perchloric acid digestion as described in EPA standard procedure (US
EPA, 1981). For total P analysis 20 mL of suspension was pipetted while magretically stirred tc obtain a
well mixed sanple.

Dissolved molybdate reactive soluble phosphorus (IMBP) was measurec fror the solution atter separation of
solid phase from the runoff suspension. Total phosphorus and DMR? were determined w.th ascorbic acid method
of Murphy and Riley {1962!. Phase separation in DMFP analysis was achieved with centrifugation az 15,20¢
rpm (22,700 x @) for 5 minutes (10 minutes total time! at 25 °C.

Corr was plarted cn the twelve erosion plots at the seeding rate of 79,000 seeds/ha. Seeding was done up
and down the slcpe. After planting. soil sarple for detemmination cf soil-F soluble in socium bizarbonate
{Clson-P) was taken at 0-5, 5-10, 1C-15 com deptkh. Clson-F analytical procedures was described in Cisen and
Sonmer (1982) . Chemicals used fcr weed contrcl are listed in Table 1. Grain and stover yield was measured.
Corn ears, grain yie.d (after drying at 60 °C) and corT. stands at harvest were estimated from rows zf 15 n
leng. Stover yield was estimated by harvestiing randomly 1C corn plants. The plants were chopped above the
ground, shredded and a sarple was taken for moisture determination. Determiration of TP concentraticn ir
grain and stover involved digesting sample with perchloric acid {Olsen and Sommers, 1982) and measuring the
intensity of blue molybdate as a coloring agent at wave length of 882 nm after ascorbic acid addition
{Murphy and Riley, 1962).



67
Table 1. Cultural practices at the West Central Agricultural Experimental Statiocn, Morris,

MN.
Tillage Cropping History
1992 No-till
Ridge till (July 21, 1992) 1991-Alfalfa
Spring moldboard (May 6, 1992) 1992-Corn Pioneer-3751
1993 Fall Moldboard (Oct 27, 1992) -Corn Pioneer-3617
Spring Moldboard{Apr. 28, 1993) -Corn Pioneer-3921
Ridge till (July 6, 1993) 1993-Corn Pioneer-3751
1994 Fall Moldboard (Oct. 27, 1993) 1994-Corn Pioneer-3751

Spring Moldboard (Apr. 28, 1994)
Ridge tillage (June 24, 1994)

Planting and Harvest Dates

Corn - was planted with a Hiniker 4 row planter with 76 cm row spacing.
In 1992, corn was replanted due to plant damage from gophers, using an Almaco Planter

Planting/Replanting

Crop . Date Rate Harvested
Corn May 7,1992 79,072 seeds/ha Oct. 23, 1992 Corn was chopped, and left on field
May 29, 19392 98,840 seeds/ha

June 15, 1992 148, 260 seeds/ha
April 29, 1993 79,319 seeds/ha Oct. 13, 1993 Two rows of 30 feet long each.
May 5, 1994 79,000 seeds/ha Oct. 11, 1994 Two rows of 25 feet long each.

1592 Applied-Mamuire Analysis

Total Solids
Manure Date NH4 NO3 Mineral Organic N 4 k DMRP Total Volatile fixed
source Rate Applied ~ -------cee-cccocmcccoooaoooo L et e
Beef 56Mg/ha May 6/92 .215 .005  .220 .64 .860  .289 .668  0.114 29.12 84 16
Rate of applied and available N, P,0, and K,0 and DMRP

Tetal

Manure Date NH4 NO3 Mineral Organic available N__N P205 K20 DMRP
source Rate Applied — ----c-ec-ccecccmeneano. Kg/ha --ececomrmc e e e e am
Beef 56 Mg/ha Mav 6/92 120.4 2.8 123.2 358.4 212.8 481.6  370.7 374.1 63.7

It is assumed that 25 % of organic N and all of mineral N is available in the year of application.
1993

No manure is applied.
Non-manure plots received a topdress application of 50.4 kg N/ha (NHNO,) in 7/6/93.

1994

No manure was applied
The manured and non-manured moldboard piowed plots received 1.1 and 134 kg N/ha, respectively (6/6/94).
The manured and non-marured ridge tilled plots received 134 and 157 kg N/ha, respectively (6/6/94).

Soil

Barnes lcam (fine-loary mixed Udic Haploborolls, 12 % slope with southern aspect. Soil is high in organic
 matter, and pH is 8.0. Initial secil test cn Olsan-P, Bray-P and K
are 17, 23 and 155 mg/kg respectively.
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Pest Control

1992

Lorsban 15G , 11.1 kg/ha (May 7, 1992)

Ranger 1.1 kg/ha+2,4-D ester 0.6 kg/ha+Banvel 0.3 lb/A+Lasso EC 4.5 kg/ha+Bladex DF (90%) 2.5 kg/ha
(5/8/92)

Ranger 1.1 kg/ha only on no till plot to kill grasses and alfalfa (5/22/92)

1993

Round-up, 2.5 L/ha on ridge till for controlling volunteer alfalfa (4/21/93)

Counter 15 G 11.1 kg/ha over the furrow at seeding (4/29/93)

Lasso 4.5 kg/ha + Bladex 2.5 kg/ha to cantrol volunteer alfalfa + Separate application of Round-up 2.47
L/ha (4/30/93)

Atrazine 0.84 1b/A for post emergence quack grass control (5/20/93)

1994

Round-up, 3.5 L/ha cn ridge till for controlling quackgrass (4/22/94)

Force 15 G, 11 kg/ha for insect control (5 May, 19%4)

Lasso 3.4 kg/ha + Bladex 2.5 kg/ha + Round-up (2.3 kg/ha) as tank mix for preemergent herbicide (May 6,
1994) .

Atrazine 2.2 kg/ha + Buctril 1.2 L/ha and vegetable oil as tank mix for post-emergent weed control (June 1,
1994)

Regults and Discussion-1994
I. Surface Runoff, Erosicn and Phosphorus Loss.
Ridge Till (RT) vs. Moldboard Plow (PL)

The annual runoff was not different between RT or PL system (Table 2). For the RT system, snowmelt-
runoff was the predominant scurce of the annual runoff; On the contrary, for the PL system, rainfall-runoff
was the predominant source of the annual runoff (Figure 1). Greater snow runoff in RT system was due to
greater snow depth trapped by standing corn residue and lack of surface depressional storage in RT system.
Water depth equivalence of sncw in RT and PL systems was 9.9 and 5.9 cm, respectively.

Contribution of snow sediment loss to the annual sediment loss was negligible {(Figure 1). Therefore
the annual sediment loss was mainly from rainfall-runoff. The PL systems resulted in 11.8 times higher
sediment loss compared to RT system (Table 2). The rainfall-runoff sediment loss from two sequential rain
events in early spring contributed the most to the annual sediment loss (Figure 1). At these events, no
crop was grown, and surface residue cover was low in the PL system. In the RT system, the presence of
residue cover increased infiltration, and protected the soil against sojl detachment and thus reduced soil
erosion significantly. Although a heavier rainfall (10.3 cm 24 hour raintall) occurs in July S5, only a
slight increase of sediment loss was observed both in RT and PL system. At this stage, corn canopy cover
reduced rainfall impacts on soil erosion. In this particular event, the RT system resulted in sign{ficantly
lower sediment loss compared to the PL system.

Total phoshorus (TP) in runoff suspension consists of sediment associated phosphorus, soluble
organic phosphorus and soluble inorganic phosphorus. The soluble inorganic phosphorus that is usually
detected with ammonium molybdate is referred to as dissolved molybdate reactive phosphorus (DMRP). The
difference of TP and DMRP is called particulate phosphorus (PP). The DMRP is for the mos: par: bisavailable
for algal growth. Whereas the PP, which ccnsisted of the sediment associated phosphorus and organic
material in runoff, may constitute a long term source of potentially bicavailable in lakes (Sharpley et
al., 1991).

Annual total phosphorus (TP) loss was higher in PL system coampared to RT systems. The annual TP loss
in the PL systems was 1.9 times higher than TP from RT systems (Table 2). For the RT system, TP from
snowmelt-runoff was the predominant scurce of TP loss. On the contrary, for the PL system, erosion was the
predecminant source of TP loss, and the annual TP loss was solely due to the rain cccurred in early spring
{Figure 2).

Annual particulate-P (PP) was significantly influenced by tillage (Table 2). Particulate-P from PL
plots was 3.9 times higher than that of the RT plots which was mainly due to the two rainfall events in
early spring (Figure 2}. In the RT system, snowmelt-runoff was the predcminant source of PP loss, whereas
in the PL plots, rainfall-runoff was the predominant source of PP loss. The significance of PP loss from
snowmelt in RT system were over shadowed by two early spring rainfall-runoff events in the PL system
(Figure 2).

Tillage significantly influence annual dissolved molybdate reactive P (DMRP) loss. The RT systems
resulted in 3.7 times higher DMRP loss conpared to PL system (Table 2). In RT system, 54 percent of TP was
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DMRP. In PL system, 8 percent of TP was IMRP. This indicated that DMRP in RT system, which is mainly frem
snowmelt, was a significant portion of anmual TP. For the RT system, the majority of the annual DMRP loss
occurred during the snowmelt-runoff whereas for PL system, DMRP loss was similar during the snowmelt-runoff
and rainfall-runoff events (Figure 2). This comparison shcwed that the DMRP from rainfall was not
significant compared to snowmelts, regardless of the major rainfall-runoff and erosion in early spring.

No Mamure ve. Manure

Manure application did not significantly influence the annual runoff, PP, DMRP and TP loss (Table
2). Manure application did not influence PP or TP loss in snowmelt-runoff or rainfall-runcff (Figure 4}.
The significance of manure application was observed mainly on individual rainfall-runcff events.
Differences of snowmelt-runoff were overshadowed by two rainfall runoff events in non-manured plots (Figure
3). Manure application significantly reduced rainfall-runoff and sediment lcss, although did not
significantly reduced the annual sediment loss. However, during major runoff events, manured plots resulted
significantly less erosion (Figure 3).

II. Corm Yield

In 1994 rainfall was better distributed during the growing season. Tillage had no significant
influence on grain yield, number of ears, and number of plants at harvest. The RT systems restlted in a
significantly higher grain moisture content. Manure application significantly influenced grain yield
although it did net significantly influence grain moisture, number of ears, or number of plants at harves:t.
During the growing seascn, it was qualitatively observed that manured plots resulted in greater plant
height. This observation encouraged an earleaf sampling for TP determination. However, there was no
significant difference in earleaf-P concentration {(Table 3}.

There was a significant tillage by manure interacticn on gra:in yield (Table 3}. In Rt plots, manure
application resulted in increased yield of 1.1 Mg ha-1, whereas in the PL system, manure applicaticn
resulted in no grain yield increase. The tillage by manure interaction was also significant for stover
vield. In the RT system, greater grain yield with manure application resulted ir the 0.7 mg ha™ reduction
of stover yield whereas in the PL system, lower grain yield with manure application resulted in 0.5 Mg ha™
increase of stover yield. Differences in grain yield due to manure application was in part due to soil-P.
In both the RT and PL systems, manure application resulted in significantly soil-P test. Soil was sampled
after planting, taken between plant rows in 0-5, 5-10 and 10-15 cm deep. The average soil test is presented
in Table 4.

Phogphorus Uptake in Grain and Stover

Tillage systems were not significantly different in grain-P uptake and grain-P concentration (Table
3). Lack of significance in grain yield and grain P concentration due to tillage resulted in insignificant
differences in grain P uptake. Stover-P uptake and stover P ccncentration, however, was significantly
influenced by tillage, although stover yield was not influenced by tillage. Therefore greater stover-P
uptake was mainly due to greater stover-P concentration in the RT system. Creater stover-P concentration
was in part due to soil-P test. Tillage system significantly influenced soil test. Soil test in RT plots
was 24.5 mg P kg! compare to 12.7 mg P kg! in PL plots.

Marure application significantly resulted in greater grain-P uptake, grain P concentration and grain
yield. Both greater yie.d and greater P concentration ir grain resulted in greater P uptake in manured
plots (Table 3). However, there was no manure influence on stover-P uptake and stover P concentration.
There was no tillage by manure interaction for P uptake in grain and stover.
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Table 2. The effects of tillage and mamure application on the geometric meanst of snowmelt,
rainfall, and the annual losses of runoff, sediment, and phosphorus (2/22/94 (spring thaw)
to 8/24/94).

RIDGE TILL MOLDBOARD Average P>F Values
No Man _Man _Avg No Man Man _Avg No Man Man Tillage (T) Manure (M) T by M

Snowmelt Runoff

Runoff (mm) 23.9 32.9 28.0 10.1 17.8 13.4 15.5 24.2 0.310 0.561 0.868
Sediment (kg/ha) 43.6 46.5 45.0 22.7 36.6 28.4 31.4  40.7 0.091 0.686 0.75¢9
Total-P {g/ha) 159 284 212 30 60 43 120 142 0.044 0.408 0.954
PP {g/ha) 69.6 62.2 71.6 13.8 20.7 17.2 30.9 37.2 0.094 0.323 0.528
DMRP {g/ha) 89 222 141 17 39 26 39 93 0.042 0.250 0.954
Rain-Runoff

Runoff (mm) 8.5 7.6 8.0 30.1 21.8 25.6 16.0 12.8 0.008 0.061 0.294
Sediment (kg/ha) 107 90 98 2512 1238 1763 518 334 0.002 0.095 0.256
Total-P (g/ha) 99 117 108 818 564 680 285 260 0.016 0.709 0.355
PP {(g/ha) 62 65 64 789 538 652 252 220 0.008 0.538 0.473
DMRP {g/ha) 36.7 51.7 43.6 29.1 25.8 27.4 32.7 36.5 0.286 0.648 0.359
Annual Runoff

Runoff (mm) 39.4 42.2 40.8 41.2 39.9 40.7 4C.3 41.1 0.988 0.970 0.919
Sediment (kg/ha) 162 142 152 2536 1275 1798 640 4258 - 0.004 0.233 0.391
Total-P (g/ha) 307 458 375 850 627 730 511 536 0.105 0.915 0.450
PP {g/ha} 165 169 172 804 561 675 429 398 0.018 0.415 0.686
DMRP {g/ha) 142 290 203 47 65 es 82 138 0.065 0.345 0.715

t Logarithmic transformation on the data is done to meet the normal distribution in statistical analysis.

Table 3. The effects of tillage and manure application on cormn yield and phcsphorus concentration
and uptake at the West Central Experiment Station, Morris, MN, 1994.

RIDGE TILL MOLDBOARD Averace P>F Values
No Man Man _Avg _No Man Man _Avg No Man Man Tillage (T) Manure (M) T by M

Yield
Grain (Mg/ha) 9.2 10.2 9.7 9.5 9.3 9.4 9.3 9.8 0.217 0.061 ¢.017
Ears (1000/ha) 68.0 72.3 70.2 74.6 70.6 72.6 71.3  71.5 0.271 0.956 0.164
Plants (1000/ha) 67.2 70.9 69.0 72.3 70.6 71.5 69.8 70.8 0.432 0.802 ¢.508
Grain
Moisture (%) 24.9 24.2 24.6 21.2 19.6 20.4 23.1  21.9 0.038 0.718 0.518
Stover (Mg/ha) 7.0 6.3 6.7 6.5 7.0 6.7 6.7 6.6 0.481 0.606 0.019
P- Concentraticn
and Uptake
Earleaf Conc. ‘
{g/kg) 0.88 1.00 0.94 0.99 1.10 1.04 0.93 1.05 0.610 0.357 0.937
Grain-P Uptake
{kg/ha) 18.6 24.7 21.7 19.0 22.3 20.6 18.8 23.5 0.395 0.019 0.307
Grain-P Conc.
(g/7kg) 2.02 2.42 2.22 1.98 2.39 2.19 2.00 2.4 0.737 0.017 0.939
Stover-P Uptake
(kg/ha) 2.98 2.28 2.63 2.02 2.38 2.17 2.50 2.30 0.040 0.816 0.566

Stover-P Conc.
(g/kg) 0.42 0.37 0.39 0.31 0.34 0.32 0.36 0.35 0.045 0.951 0.742
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Table 4. The effects of manure application on soil Olson-P test (May 3, 1994}, two years after
manure application (May 6, 1992), at the West Central Agric. Exp. Sta. Morris, MN.

" Year Tillage No Manure Manure
mg kg™ mg kg
RT 18.3 30.8
1994
MB 7.0 16.5
REFERENCES

" U.S. EPA. 1981. Procedures for handling and chemical analysis of sediment and water samples. US
Environmental Laboratory. US Army Engineer Water Ways Exp. Sta., Vicksburg, MS.

Olsen, S.R., and L. E. Sommers. 1982. Phosphorus. In A.L. Page, R.H. Miller, and D.R. Keeney
(eds.). Methcd of soil analysis. Part 2. Chemical and microbial properties. Second edition.
Soil Sci. Soc. Am. Madison, WI.

Sharpley, A.N., W.W. Troeger, and S.J. Smith. 1991. The measurement of bicavailable phospherus in
agricultural runoff. J. Environ. Qual. 20:235-238.
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CARROT RESPONSE TO FERTILIZER ON AN IRRIGATED SANDY SOIL!

Carl Rosen, Norman Krause, Mel Wiens, Gary McVey, Dave Birong, and Shelly Johnson®

Abstract: Two fertilizer studies were conducted at Staples to refine fertilizer
recommendations for carrot production on sandy soils. Soil K was medium, P was high,
B was low, and S was low. Nitrate-N before planting was less than 10 lb/A in the top
two feet. Potassium applications of 60 to 120 1lb K,0/A increased carrot diameter,
but did not significantly affect total yield. Nitrogen application did not affect
total vield, but increasing N rate increased carrot diameter. Carrot dry matter
percentage was not affected by K or N fertilizer. Final stand count decreased with
increasing N and K fertilizer rates, suggesting that disk incorporation of fertilizer
prior to planting is not adequate for fertilizer incorporation. Application of B,
P and S fertilizers did not consistently affect carrot yield or quality. Nutrient
concentrations in leaves during the growing season and in tops and roots at harvest
are presented.

Carrot production in northern Minnesota has increased substantially in the past five years. In part, this
increased production has occurred in response to an increased demand by a processing plant for dehydrated
carrots. While dehydration has spurred interest in processing carrots, there is also interest in growing
carrots for other types of processing, as well as for fresh market. The soils of central Minnesota tend to
be coarse-textured and require irrigation for production of specialty crops such as carrot. The main
advantage of these soils is that they tend to warm up faster in the spring, which enables earlier planting
and an earlier maturing crop. Growing carrots on these soils would provide a longer season for processing
and would also allow carrots to be marketed earlier. There has been very little research that defines the
nutrient requirements of carrots grown on cocarse-textured soils. Too little fertilizer applied will
negatively affect yields, while excessive rates applied can potentially lead to poor carrot quality and
environmental degradation. One of the fundamental needs for successful carrot production in central
Minnesota is to determine nutrient input requirements for a high quality product. The objectives of this
regsearch were to: 1) Determine potassium (K) requirements of carrots on low to medium testing K soils. 2)
Characterize carrot response to nitrogen (N) application in texrms of quality and dry matter production. 3)
Determine boron (B), phosphorus (P), and sulfur (S) needs for carrot production.

Procedures

Two carrot fertility experiments were conducted at Staples during th. ‘994 growing season. The soil is a
Verndale sandy loam with an organic matter content of 2 to 3%. The I..st study evaluated carrot response
to K fertilizer. A second study evaluated carrot response to N, P, S and B fertilizer. For the K
experiment, the previous crop was corn and selected soil chemical properties were as follows: pH., 7.1; Bray
P, 43 ppm: K, 61 ppm. For the N, P, B and S experiment, the previous crop was small grains and selected soil
chemical properties (0-6") were as follows: pH, 6.9; Bray P, 52 ppm; K, 82 ppm; S, 2 ppm; B, 0.3 ppm. For
the N,P,B,S study, extractable nitrate-N levels in the 0-1 and 1-2 ft depths were 7.8 and 2.3 1bs/A,
respectively.

For the two experiments, the following fertilizer treatments were evaluated:

K,0 Experiment N, P,0;, B & S Experiment
Fertilizer Treatment Fertilizer Treatment
# N BP0, KD # N PO, KO B S
1b/A === me=eme—e——ee- 1b/A w-m=memme——
1. 120 S0 0 1. [0} 50 150 0 0
2. 120 S0 60 2. 60 50 150 0 0
3. 120 S0 120 3. 120 50 150 0 0
4. 120 S0 180 q. 180 S0 150 0 0
5. 120 S0 240 5. 240 50 150 0 0
6. 120 0 150 0 0
7. 120 25 150 0 0
8. 120 50 150 2 0
9. 120 50 150 0 30
10. 120 50 150 2 30

‘Funding for this study was provided by AURI.
2pwrension Soil Scientist, Dept. Soil, Water and Climate; Farm Manager, CMEDREC, Research Plot Coordinator,
CMEDREC; Professor, Department of Horticulture, Crookston; Assistant Scientist, Dept. of Soil, Water and

Climate; Research Plot Technician, CMEDREC.
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For the K experiment, half the N {(urea) and all the P (0-46-0) and K (0-0-60) fertilizer were broadcast and
incoxrporated by disking on May 3, 1994. The remainder of the N was sidedressed on June 27. For the N, P,
B and S experiment, all phosphorus (0-46-0), potassium (0-0-60), boron (solubor) and sulfur (ammonium
sulfate) applications were broadcast and incorporated by disking on May 3, 1994. Half the nitrogen (urea)
was applied on May 3 and the remainder was sidedressed on June 27. Some urea was eliminated from the sulfur
treatment to compensate for the N added with ammonium sulfate. Carrots were planted on May 4, 1994. Each
plot consisted of 8 rows 22* apart. The population was originally set to be at 15 plants per foot; however,
final plant population was measured at 4 to 7 plants per foot. The planting depth was 0.75". The variety
used was ‘Legend’. Each treatment was replicated four times. Recently matured leaf samples were collected
on July 8 for nutrient analyses. For both experiments, two 10 foot sections of row were harvested from each
plot (August 25 for N, P, B and S; September 1 for K). Top and root weight were recorded and subsamples
were taken for dry matter determination and nutrient analyses. Soil samples were collected from the 0-1 and
1-2 ft depths in N treatments following harvest to determine residual soil nitrate.

Results

I. Potassium study

Yield and stand: Potassium fertilizer tended to increase yield of the larger diameter carrots (Table 1).
Total yield was not significantly affected by K fertilizer application although there was a trend for
increasing yield with 60 to 120 1lb K,0/A. Final stand count tended to decrease with increasing K
application, suggesting that increased salt from the fertilizer damaged seed emergence. Disking of the
fertilizer may not be adequate incorporation. Root dry matter percentage was not significantly affected
by K fertilizer.

Tissue nutrient concentrations: Increasing K fertilizer increased K concentrations in leaves sampled in July
{Table 2). Leaf concentrations N and Mg tended to decrease with K fertilizer application. At harvest,
concentrations of K in root and tops increased with increasing K application (Tables 3 and 4). Approximately
0.37 lb/cwt is removed in the carrot root. A typical carrot harvest of 400 cwt/A would contain about 150
1b K/A and in the roots and 40 1lb K/A in the tops. To convert to K,0, these values should be multiplied by

1.2,

II. N, P, B and S study

Yield and stand: Increasing N fertilizer increased carrot size but had no effect on total yield (Table 5).
As in the K study, fertilizer application tended to decrease final stand count, suggesting that disk
incorporation is not adequate. Because of decreasing stand count with increasing N fertilizer, it is not
possible to determine whether increased carrot size was due to N fertilizer or lower plant populations.
Application of P, B, and S either had no effect or inconsistent effect on yield. Root dry matter percentage
was also not consistently affected by fertilizer treatment.

Tisgue nutrient concentrations: lIncreasing rates of N, P, B and $ fertilizer had minimal effects on
concentrations of these nutrients in carrot leaves sampled in July (Table 6). At harvest, however,
concentrations N, P and S increased with corresponding increases in fertilizer application (Table 7).
Increasing N rate increased N concentrations in carrot roots (Table 8). Application of P and K fertilizer
had no effect on P and K concentrations in carrot roots. Boron at 2 1lb B/A had no effect on B concentrations
of tops or roots at harvest. A typical carrot harvest of 400 cwt/A would contain about 70 1b N/A in the
roots and 40 1lb N/A in the tops.
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Effect of potash fertility treatments on carrot yield and quality;

harvested Septenber 1, 1994.

Dry

Fertilizer Treatment Forks, --=- Root Diameter --- Total Matter --- Dry Matter --- Carrot
# N PO, KO Culls <" % to 1%* >1%" Yield Root Roots Tops Total population

-=== 1b/A cwt/A E --- Tons/Acre =--- plants/ft
1. 120 SO 0 43.9 14:5 241.2 B0.0 379.6 12.6 2.4 1.6 4.0 7.54
2. 120 SO 60 48.1 11.2 219.8 132.4 411.5 13.2 2.7 1.2 3.9 6.63
3. 120 S0 120 44.9 13.8 214.0 155.0 427.7 13.1 2.8 1.2 4.0 6.94
4. 120 SO 180 58.0 13.7 228.4 129.8  429.9 12.5 2.7 1.2 3.9 6.74
5. 120 SO 240 43.1 12.0 216.2 154.6 425.9 12.7 2.7 1.2 3.9 6.13
Significance NS NS NS NS NS NS NS NS NS NS
BLSD (5%) -- -- -- -- - -- -- - - -
Contrasts
Lin Rate K NS NS NS ++ NS NS NS NS NS ++
Quad Rate K NS NS NS NS NS NS NS NS NS NS

NS = Not significant;

Table 2.

—

significant at the 10% level.

sampled July 8, 199%.

Effect of potash fertility treatments on the nutrient concentrations of carrot

leaves;

Fertilizer Treatment Nutrient
8§ N PO, KO N P K Ca Mg Fe Mn Cu Zn B
—ees 1b/A ==e- L TS o T
1. 120 SO 0 3.63 0.49 3.03 1.35 0.34 196 41 7 31 28
2. 120 S0 60 3.46 0.50 3.58 1.27 0.31 190 40 7 30 28
3. 120 50 120 3.43 0.51 3.57 1.28 0.30 180 41 7 31 30
4. 120 SO 180 3.43 0.52 3.75 1.30 0.30 172 39 7 32 28
5. 120 50 240 3.34 0.51 3.8 1.31 0.30 190 39 7 30 29
Significance NS NS el NS * NS NS NS NS NS
BLSD (5%} -- -- 0.38 - 0.03 - - - -~ -
Contrasts
Lin Rate K - NS bt NS * NS NS NS NS NS
Quad Rate K NS NS NS NS ++ NS NS NS NS NS

NS = Not significant:

LR -
’ ’

++ =

significant at the 1%, 5% and 10% level, respectively.

Table 3. Effect of potash fertility treatments on the nutrient concentrations of carrot tops;
sampled September 1, 1994.
Fertilizer Treatment Nutrient
# N PO, K;0 N P K Ca Mg Fe Mn Cu Zn B
——=< 1b/A -===  =emeeceemcea- § —mcwemcceemmes cemcdeeaeeaa- PPM =-mmm—mmmmn
1. 120 50 0 1.85 0.29 1.23 2.66 0.53 1266 129 S 21 28
2. 120 50 60 1.69 0.31 1.53 3.00 0.57 929 107 5 20 33
3. 120 50 120 1.0 0.30 1.70 3.23 0.55 867 106 5 20 31
4. 120 50 180 1.88 0.27 1.83 2.88 0.50 957 106 5 19 27
5. 120 50 240 1.71 0.29 2.01 2.76 0.46 1244 129 5 22 30
Significance NS NS NS ++ NS NS NS NS NS ++
BLSD (5%) - - - 0.48 - -~ - =-- - 4
Contrasts
Lin Rate K NS NS * NS ++ NS NS NS NS NS
Quad Rate K NS NS NS * NS ++ NS NS NS NS

NS = Not significant;

*, ++ = significant at the 5% and 10%

level, respectively.
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Table 4. Effect of potash fertility treatments on the nutrient concentrations of carrot roots;
sampled September 1, 1994.

Fertilizer Treatment Nutrient
8 N PO, K0 N ) K Ca Mg Fe Mn Cu Zn B
~=== 1b/A -=-- - - § ———emmmcecmees | cmeceeeeeaao PPM ———=——eeceew
1. 120 SO 0 1.44 0.43 2.06 0.3%3 0.15 37 11 4 19 20
2. 120 SO 60 1.29 0.40 2.31 0.3%9 0.15 57 10 4 17 19
3. 120 50 120 1.37 0.44 2.66 0.40 0.14 36 10 5 19 19
4. 120 50 180 1.35 0.42 2.72 0.41 0.15 40 11 4 18 19
5. 120 50 240 1.27 0.40 2.68 0.40 0.13 35 10 4 18 19
Significance NS NS - NS NS NS NS NS NS NS
BLSD (5%) - -- 0.55 -- - - - -- - --
Ccontrasts
Lin Rate K NS NS ** NS NS NS NS NS NS NS
Quad Rate K NS NS NS NS NS NS NS NS NS NS

NS = Not significant; **, * = significant at the 1% and 5% level, respectively.

Table 5. Effect of various fertility treatments on carrot yield and quality; harvested August 25, 1994.

Dry
Fertilizer Treatment Forks, --- Root Diameter --- Total Matter --- Dry Matter --- Carrot
# N P,0y K0 Culls <1%" 1% to 2%~ >2¥~ Yield Root Roots Tcps Total population
=== 1b/A == = ecosmcemmcccmcooao CWE/A —=—-c-ceccmacoaa % -~~ Tons/Acre ~-- plants/ft
1. 0 50 150 29.2 135.7 176.0 0.0 340.8 12.1 2.1 0.8 2.9 6.28
2. 60 50 150 13.9 113.1 181.5 5.7 314.3 11.8 1.8 0.8 2.6 4,79
3., 120 50 150 34.2 94.6 203.0 2.2 334.0 11.5 1.9 0.9 2.8 5.11
4. 180 50 150 22.9 62.2 201.6 14.5 301.2 12.5 1.9 0.8 2.7 3.89
5. 240 50 150 27.6 90.6 225.3 8.4 351.9 12.2 2.2 1.0 3.2 4.80
6. 120 0 150 24.6 97.1 195.0 8.9 325.5 11.7 1.9 0.9 2.8 4.94
7. 120 25 150 27.3 89.0 234.7 14.2 365.2 12.0 2.2 1.1 33 4.65
8. 120 SO 150 +B 33.0 95.9 213.6 9.1 351.7 12.5 2.2 1.0 3.2 4.85
9. 120 SO 150 +S 39.6 90.6 242.2 8.7 381.1 12.1 2.3 1.2 3.5 5.36
10. 120 50 150 +B,S 17.9 103.2 203.1 8.6 332.8 13.1 2.1 0.9 3.0 4.76
Significance ++ NS NS NS NS NS ++ *e - ++
BLSD (5%) 18.9 -- - -- - - 0.4 0.2 0.5 1.47
Contrasts
Lin Rate N (1,2,3,4,5} NS *x * NS NS NS NS +4 NS bl
Quad Rate N (1,2,3,4,5) NS NS NS NS NS NS . NS NS *
Lin Rate P (6,7.3) ++ NS NS NS NS NS NS NS NS NS
Quad Rate P (6,7,3) NS NS NS NS NS NS ++ NS * NS
0vs S0 P (6,4) NS NS NS NS NS NS NS NS NS NS
0 vs Boron (3.8) NS NS NS NS NS NS ++ NS NS NS
0 vs Sulfur (3.,9) NS NS NS NS ++ NS * . b NS
0 vs B+S (3,10) * NS NS NS NS * NS NS NS NS

NS = Not significant; **, *, ++ = significant at the 1%, 5% and 10% level, respectively.
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Table 6. Effect of various fertility treatments on nutrient concentrations of carrot leaves;
sampled July 8, 1994.

Fextilizer Treatment Nutrient
# N PO, KO N P K Ca Mg s Fe Mn  Cu Zn B
~=« 1b/A --- -- % PPM ==c=mm—eaa-
1. 0 SO0 150 3.08 0.49 3.95 1.44 0.26 - 205 43 6 37 31
2. 60 50 150 3.21 0.46 3.81 1.38 0.25 - 195 49 S 36 27
3. 120 50 150 3.35 0.49 3.76 1.36 0.26 0.34 189 45 5 37 28
4. 180 50 150 3.23 0.47 4.04 1.33 0.25 -- 185 45 S 38 29
5. 240 50 150 3.21 0.48 3.95 1.40 0.25 - 181 46 5 37 28
6. 120 0 150 3.28 0.48 3.96 1.32 0.24 - 173 44 S 38 28
7. 120 25 150 3.42 0.48 3.67 1.39 0.28 - 209 46 S 36 28
8. 120 S0 150 +B 3.32 0.47 3.82 1.3% 0.27 - 200 44 q 37 30
9. 120 SO0 150 +8 3.31 0.46 3.80 1.36 0.25 0.36 189 44 S 35 27
10. 120 S0 150 +B,S 3.25 0.49 3.87 1.28 0.24 0.36 202 45 -] 39 31
Significance NS NS NS NS NS NS NS NS NS NS *
BLSD (5%) - - - -- - - -- - - - 3
Contrasts
Lin Rate N (1,2,3,4,5) NS NS NS NS NS - -+ NS NS NS +4
Quad Rate N (1,2,3,4,5) ++ NS NS NS NS - NS NS NS NS ++
Lin Rate P (6,7,3) NS NS NS NS NS - NS NS NS NS NS
Quad Rate P (6,7,3) NS NS NS NS . - ++ NS NS NS NS
0 vs 50 P (6,4) NS NS NS NS NS - NS NS NS NS NS
0 vs Boron (3,8) NS NS NS NS NS -~ NS NS NS NS NS
0 vs Sulfur (3,9) NS NS NS NS NS ++ NS NS NS NS NS
0 vs B+S (3,10) NS NS NS NS NS ++ NS NS NS NS ++

NS = Not significant; *, ++ = significant at the S% and 10% level, respectively.

Table 7. Effect of various fertility treatments on nutrient concentrations of carrot tops;
sampled August 25, 1594.

Fertilizer Treatment Nutrient

# N P,0, K0 N P K Ca Mg s Fe Mn Cu Zn B

~== 1b/A --- -—— % fejen

1. 0 S50 150 1.64 0.29 2.91 3.%9 0.37 - 811 106 S 27 37
2. 60 50 150 1.80 0.24 2.65 3.25 0.42 - 687 101 4 26 33
3. 120 50 1so0 1.98 0.27 2.66 3.20 0.44 0.26 655 S0 5 22 33
4. 180 50 150 2.16 0.26 2.91 3.42 0.43 - 622 99 4 25 32
5. 240 50 150 2.07 0.25 2.85 3.28 0.38 -- 595 105 4 25 32
6. 120 0 150 1.97 0.26 2.52 3.31 0.43 - 609 96 S 24 3
7. 120 25 150 2.04 0.27 2.52 3.30 0.45 - 602 89 5 21 32
8., 120 50 150 +B 2.03 0.28 2.61 3.56 0.47 -- 540 92 4 26 36
9. 120 S0 150 +S 1.98 0.28 2.48 2.94 0.45 0.37 597 84 5 25 3]
10. 120 SO 150 +B,S 1.94 0.23 2.55 3.26 0.42 0.39 750 109 4 27 34
Significance * NS NS NS * bl NS NS NS NS NS
BLSD (5%) 0.29 -- - -- 0.07 0.06 .- - - -- -
Contrasts

Lin Rate N (1,2,3,4,5) hlt NS NS NS NS - - NS NS NS *
Quad Rate N (1,2,3,4,5) NS NS NS NS b - NS NS NS NS NS
Lin Rate P (6.,7,3) NS NS NS NS NS .- NS NS NS NS NS
Quad Rate P (6,7,3) NS NS NS NS NS - NS NS NS NS NS
0 vs 50 P (6,4) NS NS NS NS NS - NS NS ++ NS NS
0 vs Boron (3,8} NS NS NS NS NS - NS NS * NS NS
0 vs Sulfur (3,9) NS NS NS NS NS i NS NS ++ NS NS
0 vs B+S (3,10} NS -+ NS NS NS .. NS ++ * ++ NS

NS = Not significant; **, *, ++ = significant at the 1%, 5% and 10% level, respectively.
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Table 8. Effect of various fertility treatments on nmutrient concentrations of carrot roots;
sampled August 25, 1994.

Fertilizer Treatment Nutrient
# N P,0, K0 N ) X Ca Mg s Fe Mn Cu Zn B
~== 1b/A «== =  —ecececeaco—o-a- § memcmcccmcmmmamae | cemmecmceee- PPN ——==e~caces
1. ¢ 50 150 1.19 0.42 3.21 0.41 0.13 - 56 15 4 23 20
2. 60 50 150 1.52 0.45 3.45 0.44 0.14 - 43 15 4 25 21
3. 120 50 150 1.48 0.46 3.27 0.44 0.14 0.13 61 15 4 22 20
4. 180 S0 150 1.48 0.42 3.11 0.42 0.14 ~- 53 15 3 25 20
5. 240 50 150 1.61 0.45 3.21 0.42 0.14 - 57 16 4 26 19
6. 120 0 150 1.50 0.44 3.14 0.43 0.15 - 57 16 4 22 21
7. 120 25 150 1.48 0.44 2.95 0.41 0.14 - 59 13 4 21 20
8. 120 S50 150 +B 1.37 0.42 2.95 0.38 0.13 - 45 13 3 21 20
9. 120 S0 150 +S 1.45 0.42 2.89 0.40 0.14 0.14 43 14 3 23 19
10. 120 S0 150 +B,S 1.42 0.41 3.18 0.41 0.14 0.15 49 13 3 22 21
Significance NS NS NS NS NS NS NS NS NS NS NS
BLSD (5%) - - -- - - - - - -- - --
Contrasts
Lin Rate N (1,2,3,4,5) > NS NS NS NS - NS NS NS NS NS
Quad Rate N (1,2,3.4,5) NS NS NS NS NS -- NS NS NS NS NS
Lin Rate P (6,7,3) NS NS NS NS NS -- NS ++ NS NS NS
Quad Rate P (6,7.3) NS NS NS NS NS - NS . NS NS NS
0 vs S0 P (6.4) NS NS NS NS NS - NS NS NS NS NS
0 vs Boron (3,8) NS NS NS * NS -- ++ NS NS NS NS
0 vs Sulfur (3,9) NS NS ++ NS NS NS ++ NS NS NS NS
0 vs B+S (3,10) NS NS NS NS NS NS NS NS NS NS NS

NS = Not significant; **, *, ++ = significant at the 1%, 5% and 10% level, respectively.

Table 9. Effect of nitrogen treatment on residual soil nitrate-N {lbs/A) in the top two feet
after carrot harvest.

Fertilizer Treatment Sample depth (inches)
& N P;.Os K,O 0 - 12 12 - 24 Tobal
-—= 1b/A == = emeeccmen—-- 1bs nitrate-N/A --—--==ccecco-

1 0 S0 150 13.67 14.24 27.91
2. 60 S0 150 18.16 51.96 70.12
3. 120 50 150 15.23 20.06 35.29
4. 180 S0 150 21.84 49.07 70.91
S. 240 50 150 25.46 ‘ 49.54 75.00
Significance NS NS NS
BLSD (5%) -- - --

Contrasts

Lin Rate N (1,2,3.,4,5) +4+ NS NS

Quad Rate N (1,2,3,4,5}) NS NS NS

NS = Not significant; ++ = significant at the 10% level.
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THE EFFECT OF INOCULATION, N RATE, AND SEED TREATMENT
ON RED KIDNEY BEAN (Phaseolus vulgaris) YIELDS, STAPLES, MN, 1994'

J.F. Moncrief, C.I. Rosen, M.J. Wiens, B. Sheets, B.J. Johnson, and P.M. Bongard®

Abstract: Four N rates (27, 77; 127, and 177 pounds per acre) applied as broadcast urea at 3-4 trifoliates,
two inoculation treatments (with and without Rhizobium) and two seed treatments (with and without
streptomycin) were evaluated on red kidney beans (Phaseolus vulgaris) grown under irrigation on a sandy
loam soil in north central MN. Yields were in the 3,000 pound per acre range. Bean yiclds responded over
the range in applied N (392 pounds per acre). Inoculation with Rhizobium resulted in a 59 pound per acre
yield response. Main effects of seed treatment with streptomycin were not significant although there were
significant interactions with N rate and inoculation.

Introduction

Most of the dry edible beans in MN are grown on sandy soils overlying surficial aquifers vulnerable to contamination by nitrate
nitrogen. The current N recommendation for kidney beans is 120 pounds per acre usually applied in split applications. One
potential method of reducing the cost of production and potential environmental degradation by nitrate loss is by increasing the
effectiveness of N fixation. This study was designed to evaluate the interactions between N rate; seed inoculation with
Rhizobium; and seed treatment with streptomycin (an antibiotic).

Methods and Materials

The study design was a randomized complete block with two levels of split plots. Main plots were N rate (8 rows wide by 40
feet long). subplots were inoculation (four rows wide), and subsubplots were seed treatment with streptomycin (2 rows wide).
There were six replications.

The previous crop was com which was preceded by potatoes. Tillage was spring moldboard plowing with a plow packer. The
soil is a Vemndale sandy loam (coarse-loamy mixed, Udic Argiboroll) with a slope of O to 2 percent. Irrigation was based on the
checkbook method and delivered through a solid set system.

Starter fertilizer (20-5-10-20; N.P,K.S) was applied at 135 pounds per acre with the planter on May 20, 1994. This resulted in 27
pounds N per acre. The main nitrogen application was broadcast applied as urea on 6/16/94 (3-4 trifoliate) at 0, 50. 100, 150
pounds per acre).

The red kidney bean variety was Montcalm (771 beans/pound. 90% germination, planted at 120.000 seeds per acre). An eight
row planter with 30" row spacing was used. Four contiguous rows had seed treated with 400 gms of HiStick inoculant per 50
pounds of seed (2 x 10° Rhizobium leguminosarum Biovar. phaseoli per gram) and the other four contiguous rows did not (this
treatment is referred to as“inoculation”). Within these four row subplots, two contiguous rows received seed treated with Captan
fungicide (N-[(tichloromethyl)thio)-dcyclohexene-1,2-dicarboximide) and Lorsban insecticide (Chlorpyrifos {0,0-Diethy] 0-(3.5.6-
Trichloro-2Pyridyl) Phosphorothioate]). This treatment is referred to “untreated seed”. The other two rows were trcated with
Streptomycin Sulfate in addition to Captan and Lorsban. This is treatment is referred to as "seed treatment”.

Treflan was applied at 1pUacre preplant incorporated on 5/18/94. On 5/25 Dual at 2pt/acre was applied preemergence. No
insecticides or fungicides were applied after planting. Weed control was excellent and there was very little white mold late in the
season. Beans were knifed on 9/15/94 and threshed on 9/20/94. The harvest area was two 40 foot rows. Bean moisture levels
were determined with an electrical resistance based meter and by oven drying at 120°F until there was no weight loss. The
reported yields were calculated using the oven dry moisture determinations.

! This project was supported by the Legislative Commission on MN Resources: MicroBio, a Division of Agricultural Genetics
Co. Limited. Thripow Royston Hests. England: and the Central MN Economic Development Research & Education Center, Staples, MN.
Their support is greatly appreciated.

2 ) F. Moncrief, C.). Rosen, and B.J. Johnson are Extension Soil Scientists and Assistant Scientist in the Depanment of Soil,
Water, and Climate, University of MN, St. Paul, MN. M.J. Wiens and B. Sheets are Plot Coordinators, Central MN Economic Development,
Research & Education Center. P.M. Bongard is an independent data analysis specialist, Faribault, MN.
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Results and Discussion

The statistically significant main effects on bean moisture were for seed treatment with Swreptomycin Sulfate only. Seed treaiment
reduced oven dried seed moisture by .4%.

Kidney bean yields were affected by N rate and inoculation. There were also interactions between seed treatment and N rate as
well as seed treatment and inoculation although the main effects of seed treatment was not statistically significant. Kidney beans
responded over the entire range of applied N (392 pounds per acre). There was a 59 pound per acre response to inoculation. It
did not interact with N rate however.

The interaction between seed treatment and N rate and inoculation are shown at the bottom of table 1. The greatest response to
seed treatment was at the 127 pounds N per acre rate. There was a response to inoculation and seed treatment alone or in
combination. If neither seed treatment nor inoculation was not present, yields were reduced about 130 pounds per acre.

The comparison between the two moisture determination methods is shown in table 2. The bean moisture determined with the
meter was 3.4% higher than when oven drying. Seed treatment affected bean moisture determination with oven drying but not
using the moisture meter.

Table 1. Effect of nitrogen rate, inoculation, and seed treatment on harvest
moisture and kidney bean yield at Staples, 1994.

Inocu- Seed Harvest
Nrate  lation treatment moisture’ Yield
coeaGomeann --lb/A--
27 Yes Yes 10.7abcd? 2916ef
No 11.2ab 3076cdefl
No Yes 10.6abcd 2886f
No 10.6abcd 2993c¢f
77 Yes Yes 10.05¢d 3087cde
No 10.6abcd 3036¢def
No Yes 10.5abcd 3114cde
No 10.8abc 2932ef
127 Yes Yes 10.1bed 3162bcd
No 10.8abcd 3108cde
No Yes 9.7d 3248abce
No 11.0abc 2949def
177 Yes Yes 11.0abc 3343ab
No 11.1abe 34l1la
No Yes 11.2ab 3362ab
No 114a 3252abc
Main effects of N rate, inoculation, and seed treatment
27 10.8a 2950c
77 10.5a 3042bc
127 10.4a 3117
177 11.2a 3342a
Inoc. 10.7a 3142a
No inoc. 10.7a 3083b
Seed trt. 10.5b 3140a

No seed tn. 10.9a 3086a
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Table 1. (cont.)

Inocu- Seed Harvest
N rate lation treatrment moisture’ Yield
e Gpemeen Ib/A
N rate by seed treatment interaction
27 Yes 2991d
No 3000cd
77 Yes 3101bc
No 2984cd
127 Yes 3205ab
No 3029¢d
177 Yes 3353a
No 3331a
Inoculation by seed treatment interaction
Yes Yes 3127a
No 3158a
No Yes 3153a
No 3014b
Pr>F ’ moisture yield
N rate 0.27 0.002
Inoculation 0.82 0.09
N rate x inoculation 0.62 0.92
Seed treatment 0.04 0.17
Seed trt x N rate 0.46 0.08
Seed trt x inoculation 0.99 0.03
N rate x inoc x seed treatment 0.81 0.94

1. Bean moisture was determined by oven drying at 120°F until there was no longer
weight loss.

2. Data followed by the same letter in the same column group are not significantly
different at the 0.10 level.



Table 2. Effect of seed treatment and moisture testing method
on kidney bean harvest moisture at Staples, 1994.

Moisture Harvest
Treatment Method Moisture
. -_%..
Seed trt. oven dry 10.5
meter 14.1
No seed trt oven dry 10.9
meter 14.2
Seed treatment 12.3b!
No seed treatment 12.52
oven dry 10.7b
meter 14.1a
PoF
N rate 0.26
Inoculation 0.89
N rate x Inoculation 0.69
Seed 0.06
N x Seed 0.71
Inoc. x Seed 0.92
N x Inoc x Seed 0.64
Method 0.001
N x Method - 0.24
Inoc x Method 0.77
Seed x Method 0.03
N x Inoc x Method 0.61
N x Seed x Method 0.20
Inoc x Seed x Method 0.95
N x Inoc¢ x Seed x Method 0.80

'Data followed by the same letter in the same column
group are not significantly different at the 0.10 level.
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Nitrogen Source Effects on Corn/Potato Yields and Nitrate Leaching, 1994’

J.T. Waddell, J.F. Moncrief, C.J. Rosen, S.C. Gupta, M.J. Weins, B. Sheets, and B.J. Johnson?

Abstract

Plots were established at Staples, MN to evaluate the following nitrogen sources: anhydrous ammonia, turkey manure,
urea-ammonium nitrate (28%), granular urea and a control. An attempt was made to give each treatment (except the
control) approximately 200 Ibs N pet acre, however the turkey manure treatment received 250 Ibs N per acre. No
differences in yield or moisture content was observed in com grain supplied with different N sources. Potato tubers and
vines did respond to different N sources. Measurement of N lost below the root zone indicates that turkey manure
increased losses, however more N was applied in this treatment. Water use by corn was slightly lower during the early
part of the growing season when percolation losses were highest. Except in the case of turkey manure, there was more
nitrate leaching under com.

Introduction

Crop production on sandy soils in Minnesota has been improved by the introduction of irrigation systems. Wright and
Bergsrud (1991) produced an irrigation schedule termed ‘the Checkbook Method’ which predicts daily water use for several
different crops in Minnesota using overhead sprinkler irrigation. It has been shown by Dylla et. Al. (1980) that these tables to
predict water use are comparable to estimates obtained by more precise methods. While the checkbook method may be a
valuable tool for predicting irrigation scheduling, the variability of climate from year to year plays a major role in assessing the risks
of loosing nitragen to sub-surface reservoirs.

It has been shown that varying the nitrogen source can have an effect on yields and contribute to contamination of
groundwater (Nathan et al., 1992 and Sexton, 1993). Typically, growers in the central sands region of Minnesota have used urea
as a nitrogen source. This source of nitrogen is readily available to plants once it is hydrolyzed. However, it may be rapidly
leached into subsurface reservoirs during heavy rainfall events. Another nitrogen source is turkey manure. Minnesota is the
second leading producer of turkeys in the United States. As a result, turkey manure is abundant and its disposal is of growing
concern, Turkey manure is unique as a nitrogen source since its components include primarily ammonium and organic nitrogen
compounds. The ammonium portion is readily available to plants while the organic N portion is more slowly made available for
uptake throughout the growing season and into the next.

It was the purpose of this study to discern the effect of nitrogen sources on corn/potato yields. Another goal of this project
is to quantitatively describe N movement below the root zone.

Materials and Methods

The test plots were located on a Verndale sandy loam soil. The site had a maximum slope of 2% with little or no runoff.
Soils of the area are unique. An illuvial soil horizon of limiting hydraulic conductivity (0.54 in h™) exists with a clear upper boundary
al approximately 10 inches and a gradual lower boundary at 16 inches below the surface (Sexton, 1993). Visual observations of
the soil showed a limited number of preferential flow paths (macropores) due primarily to ant burrows. Earthworms are less
common on soils of such a sandy nature.

Individual plots were 20 x 40 square feet. Com (Pioneer 3921) was planted on 5§ May in 30 inch rows at a rate of
approximately 32,000 seeds per acre. A blended starter fertilizer was applied at rates of 30 N, 128 P,0;, 68 K,0, 11 S (pounds per
acre). On 6 May, the herbicides Bladex (cyanozine) and Dual (metalachlor) were applied at rates of 2.5 pounds and 2 pints per
acre, respectively. No insect of fungus control procedures were needed in the corn. Weed control was good with a few weeds
(quackgrass, lambsquarter and nightshade).

Potato (Russet Burbank} was planted on 26 April in 36 inch rows with a density of 17,424 seed pieces per acre. A
blended starter fertilizer (7.5-32-17-3.1) was applied at a rate equivalent to 400 pounds per acre. Pre-plant and post-harvest knock
down herbicide Diaquat was applied at rates of 1.5 pints per acre, otherwise weeds were controlled during the growing season by
cultivation on 14 June. Furadan was applied on 27 July after noticing Colorado Potato Beetle infestation. Fungicide (Bravo) was
applied weekly at rates of 1.5 pints per acre. Some Early Blight was detected during the growing season.

Nitrogen (approximately 170 pounds per acre) was applied preplant (anhydrous ammonia) or in two applications (urea and
28%) to both comn and potato plots totaling 200 pounds per acre except for the turkey manure treatment (Table 1). The plots were
structured as a completely random design with four replications. This conservative rate of 200 Ibs per acre was used in order to

! Support for this project was provided by the Legistative Commission on Minnesota Resources. Their support is
greatly appreciated.

2 J.T. Waddell, Graduate Research Assistani, J.F. Moncrief and C.J. Rosen, Extension Specialists, $.C. Gupta,
Professor of Soil, Water, and Climate, University of Minnesota, St. Paul, Minnesota. M.J. Weins is the University of Minnesota
Senior Plot Coordinator, Central Minnesota Economic Development, Research and Education Center, Staples. MN. B. Sheets
and B.J. Johnson, Magnificent Technicians, CMEDREC and U of M, respectively.
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discern differences if any in the uptake and loss of nitrogen. Table 1 shows the application rates and schedules of the various
treatments. Anhydrous ammonia was placed pre-plant below the row for potato and between the row for comn sidedress on 10
June.

Irrigation scheduling was based on the Checkbook Method (Wright and Bergsrud, 1991), with attempts to apply 0.75
inches (Figure 1). During the com stages from planting to 12 leaf, irrigation was applied at a deficit of 60% of the available water
(1.42 inches); from 12 leaf to first dent, the irrigation trigger was 0.95 inches (40%)}; and from first dent to maturity, irrigation was
initiated at 66% (1.6 inches) depletion. For potatoes, an irrigation deficit of 50% was used from planting to tuberization and from
tuberization to maturity a 40% deficit was used. Rainfall events which exceeded half of field capacity were followed by two days of
cumulative soil water deficits at zero. Whenever the water deficit by the Checkbook Method became close to exceeding the water
holding capacity, suction was applied to suction cup samplers. Also, suction was applied to samplers before irrigation events or
when the chance of precipitation was 50% or greater.

Table 1. Nitrcgen sources, application rates and dates.

Treatment Potato Com
Rate Date Total* Rate Date Total
Anhydrous 4 )
Ammonia 206 (170)' Ibs/ac 21 April 200 [bsfac 206 (170) Ibs/ac 10 June 200 Ibs/ac
Urea 364 (85) Ibs/ac 3 & 14 June 200 tbs/ac 364 (85) Ibs/ac 3 & 14 June 200 Ibs/ac

Urea Ammonium
Nitrate (28%) 300 (85) gal/ac 7&24June  200Ibs/ac 300 (85) gal/ac 7&24June 200 [bs/ac

Turkey Manure 9.0 (245)* tons/ac 23 April 245Ibs/ac | 9.2 (244) tons/ac 23 April 255 Ibs/ac

§ Represents total nitrogen applied to individual plots including starter fertilizer.

1 Values in parenthesis represent the calculated applied N (pounds per acre) for each source. Note that an additional 30 pounds N
per acre was applied to potato and com in starter application.

1 Estimated available nitfrogen = 100% mineral N(16.5 Ibs/ton) + 30% organic N (34.9 Ibsfton). Moisture content was 32.9% by weight.
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Figure 1 Rainfall and irrigation for the 1994 growing season. Percolation calculated by water budget approach
using averaged values for water use for corn and potato.

Suction samplers were made from high flow (1 bar) porous ceramic cups (2 inch diameter) glued to poly vinyl chloride
(PVC) pipe. Access tubes were inserted through a rubber stopper from which suction was used for collection of soil water
percolate. Suction samplers were installed in plots amended with urea and turkey manure along with control plots. Suction
samplers were installed at the 24 inch depth. Sampies collected were quickly frozen and taken to the analytical lab where nitrate
and ammonia concentrations were measured.

Corn was harvested by hand on 21 September. Stover and grain moisture content, yield and nitrogen content were
determined. Potatoes were harvested on 16 September with biomass, N accumulation and quality parameters determined.
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Results and Discussion

Rainfall and irrigation events are shown in Figure 1. Percolation values were calculated from a water budget using the
equation:

Percolation = Rain + Irrigation - WaterUse - AStorage
Itis obvious that leaching losses below the root zone were prevalent early in the growing season just after fertilizer side dressing.
Percolation losses in figure 1 were averaged from water use both for corn and potato. Water use (estimated from the Checkbook
Method) for potato was greater than that of com until day 200 (19 July) when uses were equal. After this time, corn water use was

slightly greater than potato. During the latter portion of the growing season the center pivot irrigation device malfunctioned and
com may have been slightly stressed.

Corn

Corn yields are shown in table 2. All treatments

yielded more grain than the control. The turkey manure
treatment yielded highest with 232 bushels per acre. An
explanation causing significantly higher yields with turkey
manure include higher N fertilizer rates. Preliminary

£ -9
(=]

analysis of turkey manure indicated lower estimated § 30 ~®- control 4 turkey - urea

available N than when we applied the manure to the 3

plots. Other sources of nitrogen showed no significant g -
diference in yield of com grain (187 bu/ac). No 2 20 v
difference in moisture content of the grain was observed. 8 —

Stover yields for the 1994 growing season showed similar |2 10

trends as did the grain. Turkey manure yielded the most z

stover producing over 2 tons per acre. The urea and

turkey manure treatment yields were significantly higher 0

than the control. 19-May 16-Jun 14-Jul 11-Aug 08-Sep 06-Oct

Date
Nitrogen uptake in corn grain had the exact
trend as did the grain yield (table 2). Corn plots amended
with turkey manure showed the highest N uptake,
followed by plots ammended with the three chemical N
forms, al} yielding higher than the control. Similarly,

lots instrumented with suction cup samplers during 1994 growing

Figure 2 Cumulative nitregen (principally nitrate) leached under com
eason.

nitrogen in stover was significantly higher in the turkey
manure amended plots. Interestingly, the uptake of
nitrogen from stover in the 28% plots was not significantly
higher than than the control. One component of the nitrogen budget (N lost below the root zone) is shown in figure 2. Nitrogen
leached was calculated by multiplying nitrogen concentrations obtained from suction cup samplers by the volume of water

Table 2. Response of comn to different nitrogen sources.

Nitrogen Source Grain Grain Stover Stover Nitrogen Uptake
Yield Moisture Yield Moisture Grain Stover Total
bu/ac % Ibs/ac % sesesselbs/aCe00 0o
Anhydrous Ammonia 185.9b 30.3a 3225bc 16.3b 118.6b 18.5b 137.1bc
Urea 197.8b 25.9a 3478b 20.1ab 131.5b 19.4b 150.9b
28% 177.9b 27.2a 2728¢c 18.5ab 114.0b 13.2bc 127.1¢
Turkey Manure 232.3a 27.2a 4825a 27.8ab 158.2a 33.1a 191.4a
Control 112.2¢ 30.1a 3351be 32.1a 44.5¢ 9.5¢ 45.0d

Means within a column followed by the same letter are not significantly different using Duncan’s Multiple Range Test
(@x=0.1).
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estimated from figure 1. Because only three treatments (turkey manure, urea, and control) were instrumented, some questions
arise from leaching of the other sources and cannot be answered without further study. Because of the lack of leaching events
occurring this year, not much N was leached in either treatments compared to the control. Still, the general trend of N leaching
{oliows closely the amount of nitrogen
applied with the turkey manure treatment
being highest followed by urea as a
nitrogen source and finally the control.

H
o

- Potato

W
o

Potato yields are shown in tatle 3.
Marketable tuber yields for the different
-@- control - turkey K- Lrea nitrogen treatments were not significantly
difterent while all were higher than the contral.
Total tuber yields were highest for the turkey
¥ manure, anhydrous ammonia and urea
treatments leading to a conclusion that the

N leached (Ibs/ac)
n
o

10 exira N applied to potatos was not effective in
increasing luber yield. However, increased
" ) vine growth occurred with higher N rates
supplied from turkey manure. Another
0 interesting occurrence Is the abundant quantity

of knobs {misshappen tubers) for plots
19-May 16-Jun 14-Jul 11-Aug 08-Sep 06-Oct| amended with urea. it is unknown why this
Date occurred, except that this particular treatment
had the highest standard deviation.
The quality of tubers was influenced
by the different nitrogen sources for this
particular growing season (table 4). Plots with

. . . N . turkey manure applied as the nitrogen source
Figure 3 Cumulative nitrogen (principally nitrate) leached beyond the had the lowest density relative to water, This

potato root zone during the 1994 growing season. value was significantly lower than the other
chemical N sources but not different than the
control. The incidence of holiow heart
determined from 25 tubers showed that the fewest occurred in nitrogen treatments other than anhydrous ammonia amended plots. While potato scab
was qualitatively measured, no significant differences occurred in the treatments with maximum percantages less than 8%(data not shown).

Nitrogen uptake and tuber water contents are also shown in table 4. While water contents in the tubers were not significantly different, vine
watter contents were different. It was evident at the time of harvest that vines in plots with turkey manure were actively growing, while the other
treatments (especially the control) had begun to senesce. Nitrogen used by tubers indicates that all N treatments were similar and greater then the
control. Vine uptake of nitrogen was highest in the turkey manure plots possibly as a result of tuxury consumption. The chemical N sources all had
simdar uptake pattems at harvest and the control was least. Because of the increased uptake of nitrogen by the vines, total N uptake was greatest for
the turkey manure treatment followed by the other N ammended treatments, all of which were significantly higher than the controt. Nitrogen leached
below the potalo root 2one was determined by multiplying the concentration of nitrogen from suction cup samplers by the percolation values obtained
from the water budget. A plot ot N leached throughout the growing season is shown in figure 3. The data indicates that highest leaching of N
occurred under piots with turkey manure. This was probably due to the higher N rate as staled in the discussion section for com.

Table 3. Response of potato tubers to different nitrogen sources.
Nitrogen Scurce Culls Ones Twos Jumbo  Knobs Market® Total Vine Yield

~cwt/ac Ibs/ac

Anhydrous Ammonia 35.42' 157.2b 2148a 24.3a 16.8b 372.0a 448.5ab 1775b
without N serve

Urea 29.0a 185.1ab 188.8a 20.3a 46.0a 373.9a 469.1ab 1806b
28% 26.0a 183.9ab 189.3a 24.7a 16.0b 373.1a 439.9b 1505b
Turkey Manure 37.2a 208.6a 208.2a 21.3a 21.7b 372.0a 497.0a 2788a
Control 26.9a 72.7¢ 197.3a 2.5b 4.7b 269.8b 304.0c 628¢

T Means within a column followed by the same letter are not significantly ditferent using Duncan's Multiple Range
Test (a=0.1).
1 Market refers to marketable tubers which is the sum of ones, twos and jumbos.
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Table 4. Some gualitx parameters and nitrogen ugtake values a!ong with moisture content of tubers.

Nitrogen Source Specific Hollow TuberN  TuberWater VineN  Vine Water Total N
Gravity Heart uptake Content uptake Content uptake
gcm’ % lbs/ac % lbs / ac % Ibs / ac

Anhydrous 1.0961a 12.5ab 153.9a 74.7a 26.4b 46.0cd 180.3b
Ammonia

Urea 1.0957a 8.3bc 170.8a 74.6a 26.3b 72.5ab 197.0b

28% 1.0948a d.1c 160.0a 75.3a 24.0b 50.8bc 184.1b

Turkey Manure 1.0913b 6.3c 177.9a 75.9a 57.0a 87.2a 235.0a

Control 1.0934ab 15.6a 66.3b 75.0a 4.0c 27.7d 70.4¢c

Means within a column followed by the same letter are not significantly different using Duncan’s Multiple Range Test (a=0.1).

Conclusions

The 1994 growing season was excellent with respect fo potato/com yield and nitrogen losses during the growing seascn. For com, the
amount of N (as seen in grain yields in table 2) may have been limiting as increased yields occurred in the turkey manure plots with 55 Ibs/ac more N
applied. The same is not true for potato yield since the increased N rates from turkey manure did not significantly increase tuber yield.
Generalizations on the effectiveness or efficiency of turkey manure on yields and N leaching cannot be made since the N rate was much higher.
Nitrogen forms other than turkey manure produced similar yields in comn grain and marketable tuber yield. However, as costs of nitrogen fertilizers
are almost guaranteed 1o rise, the use of turkey manure may increase as a cheap effective source on nitrogen.
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SOUTHERN EXPERIMENT STATION
35838 120th STREET
WASECA, MINNESOTA 560934521

WEATHER DATA - 1994

Precipitation Avg. Air Temp. Growing Degree Units
Month Period 1994  NormalV 1994 NormalY’ 1984 NormalY’
----inches---- = ----- OF -----
January 1-31 2.43 0.98 3.5 10.2
February 1-28 0.89 0.97 8.9 18.1
March 1-31 0.49 2.28 33.2 19.1
April 1-30 5.59 297 45.0 43.1
May 1-10 0.33 48,7 54.0
11-20 0.33 64.0 146.0
21-31 1.03 67.8 196.5
Total 1.6 3.65 60.4 57.7 3968.5 327
June 1-10 2,05 64.8 1563.0
11-20 0.84 75.4 245.0
21-30 0.43 70.3 203.0
Total 3.32 4.1 70.2 67.1 601.0 515
July 1-10 2.86 69.2 191.5
11-20 1.65 68.8 187.5
21-31 0.41 66.7 184.5
Tota! 4,92 4.21 68.2 71.3 563.% 646
August 1-10 3.75 66.7 170.5
11-20 0.54 65.3 160.0
21-31 0.88 67.7 195.%
Total 4,97 4,20 €6.8 €8.4 526.0 567
September 1-30 4.35 3.56 64.1 59.9 447.0 316
October 1-3 4.50 2.45 51.8 47.9 60.% ]
November 1-30 1.82 1.72 37.4 32.3
December 1-31 0.70 1.35 24.0 16.2
Year Jan-Dec 35.67 3245 44.6 43.4 259457 2402
Growing
Season May-Sep 19.25 19.73 66.8 64.9 2534.0 2371

v
2

30-year normal from 1961 - 1980,

50 to 86° F base, May 1 until first fall frost.

Growing degree units 8% above normal for season, 8th highest since 1850.

Notes:

1} Highest 24-hour precipitation on August 10 -.-3.21"
2}

3) Highest temperature on May 31 and June 15 - - - 94°F,
4) Last spring frost - - - May 1.

S) First fall frost - - - October 10.

6)

Solar radiation for May was 18% above normal and highest in 22 yrs of record keeping.
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1994 Soil Moisture
0-5’ Profile, Webster Clay Loam
Continuous Corn

Southern Experiment Station, Waseca, MN 56093

Depth 418 /2 6516 61 6814 7/5 715 81 815 9N 9/19 9/30 1016 111
inches = ceccccecccccrenncncanccnnnen- inches available waterin zZoN@ -----cccccececcccncccccccan.
0-8v 093 115 0.73 087 1.21 069 0988 060 093 068 099 0.92 1.01 092
8-12 080 086 078 0.70 087 043 057 026 082 033 0.66 0.83 0.71 0.78
12-18 087 093 o0.88 081 101 0684 087 050 0.79 044 078 0.88 0.79 0.88
18- 24 084 080 073 0.72 082 055 050 044 059 0.33 0.80 0.72 0.68 0.72
24-36 196 193 192 163 202 132 133 180 187 142 143 179 150 1.8
36-48 274 260 224 200 264 224 226 231 245 226 2.11 283 257 251
48 - 80 239 224 177 128 232 170 1856 178 176 168 1.67 194 246 1.84

Total available
water in 0-5°
profile (inches) 10.14 1052 9.04 8.01 1087 758 8.17 7.38 8.83 7.15 8,28 9.91 970 98.44

% of Capacity?’ 92 85 82 72 98 €8 74 e7 80 a5 75 90 88 85

¥ All values obtained by gravimetric sempling using Weaseca D, and WP constants.

¥ Assuming 11.05* fisld moist capacity.

Above average rainfall resulted in plentiful soil moisture in the five-foot profile throughout the
1994 growing season. Lowest soil moisture levels occurred in July during peak use and again in
early September. With soil moisture conditions at 85% of field capacity in November, soil
moisture entering the 1995 growing season will likely be at field capacity.
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NUTRIENT LOSSES TO TILE LINES AS INFLUENCED BY SOURCE OF N¥

Waseca, 1994
G.W. Randall, T.K. iragavarapu, and M.A. Schmitt¥/

ABSTRACT: A study was started in 1994 to compare the effects of liquid dairy manure and urea
applied at similar N rates on’'N movement in the soil and into tile lines and corn production. Corn
silage N uptake and grain N uptake were 17 and 14% greater, respactively, in the plots that raceived
urea compared to those that received dairy manure. Nitrogen source had no effect on tile flow, NO,-
N concentration and loss in tile water, and NO;-N content in the 0-8' profile in the fall. Nitrate-N
concentrations in porous sucticn cup samplers installed at 4 and 6 ft depths tended to be slightly
higher in urea fertilized plots compared to those that received dairy manure. In 106 water samples,
ortho-phosphate was never detected while total P was detected in 15% of the samples. Total P
concentrations averaged < .10 mg/L and were not different betwesn manure and urea.

Nitrogen losses to tile lines have been documented in @ number of research studies including some conducted at
Lamberton and Waseca, Minnesota. These studies primarily showed that N losses were a function of the N application
rate and amount of precipitation. Time of application and crop grown have alsoc been shown to influence NO,-N loss
to tile lines. However, little information is available on N losses to tile lines when differant sources of N are applied.
The purpose of this study was to determine the effect of liquid dairy manure compared to urea on N movement in the
soil and into tile lines and on corn production.

EXPERIMENTAL PROCEDURES

A study was initiated in 1975 on a Webster clay loam at Waseca to monitor the movement of N into tile lines installed
in plots measuring 45° x 50°. Each plot is enclosed with plastic sheeting to a 6-ft depth. Corn was grown from 1975-
1981 with varying rates of fertilizer N. In the fall of 1981, the plot area was converted to a new study where two
tillage treatments (fall moldboard plowing and no-tillage) were replicated four times. Corn was grown from 1982
through 1992 and was fertilized at an annual application rate of 180 Ib N/A. In the fell of 1992, all 8 plots were
moldboard plowed and corn was grown in the residual year (1993).

In the fall of 1993, the same 8 plots used in the previous study were converted to dairy manure and urea treatments.
Liquid dairy manure was broadcast-applied on November 22 at a8 rate of 8000 gal per acre and the piots were
moldboard plowed immediately, On May 4, urea was broadcast-applied by hand to 4 plots at a rate of 140 Ib N/A
before field cultivation. The nitrogen rate was selected to match the amount of N "available” from the manure based
on calculations from the manure analysis (Table 1). "Available™ N was calculated based on the assumption that all of
the emmonium-N (109 Ib} was available and 33% of the organic N {94 x 0.33 = 31 Ib) was available for a total of
140 Ib/A. Based on total N, this was 69% of the total applied N.

Corn (P3578) wes planted on May 11 at a population of 32000 plants/A. Starter fertilizer was not used bacause of
the high soil tests. Force was applied at 1 Ib ai/A to control rootworms. Weeds were controlled with a preemergence
application of Lasso (3.5 Ib ai/A) and Bladex (3 Ib ai/A) applied May 18. Weed and insect control were excellent.

in August 1994, porous suction cup (PSC) samplers and piezometers were installed at 4, 6, and 8 ft depths in the 8
plots that received either urea or dairy manure. The PSC and piezometers were installed 30-in. apart between the corn
rows at a distance of 7 ft from the tile line.

Silage yields were teken at physiological maturity. Grain yields were taken by combine from 2-45° rows. When tile
lines were flowing, flow rates were measured daily and samples taken on a daily basis for the first week and then on
a M-W-F basis thereafter for NO, analysis. Tile water samples of the first two sampling dates from all the plots and
selected samples in the subsequent sampling dates were also analyzed for ortho-P and total P content. Water samples
collected on a twice-monthly basis from PSC samplers and piezometers were also analyzed for NO,. All analyses were
done by the Research Analytical Lab.

Soil NO,-N in the 0-8° profile was determined from two cores/plot taken in 1-foot increments on November 4, 1994,

! Funding provided by the Minnesota Legislature from the MN Future Research Fund as recommended by LCMR.
¥ professor and Post-Doctoral Research Associate, Southern Experiment Station, Waseca and Assoc. Professor Dept.
of Soil Science, St.Paul.
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RESULTS

Corn grown in plots that received urea had significantly greater (P = 0.05) silage N uptske {17 %) and grain N removal
{14%) than those plots that received liquid dairy manure {Table 2). Although not statistically significant, silage yield,
grain yield, and grain N concentration tendad to be higher in the plots that received urea compared to those that
received dairy manure. This suggests that we may have overestimated "available™ N when we assumed 100% of the
NH,-N and 33% of the organic N would become available.

Table 1. Nutrient analyses and application rate of liquid dairy manure applied in November, 1993.

Dry matter Total N NH,-N Organic N Total P,0, Total K0
% 00 eeeeescsceccccccesens Ib/1000gal - -----cccncneccccnn-
6.7 254 13.6 1.8 10.8 32.5
----------------------- Ib/acre - - ----cc-cccmaccocannn
203 108 94 86 260

Table 2. Influence of nitrogen source on corn production and N utilization at Waseca in 1994.

Nitrogen Final Silage Grain
source Population Yield N uptske Yield N N removal H,0
x10° T DM/A ib N/A bu/A % Ib N/A %
Urea 28.2 ' 7.43 141.9 197.3 1.25 118.1 20.8
Dairy Manure 28.6 6.91 121.6 184.8 1.16 101.4 21.7
Chack 29.6 3.66 53.3 102.5 0.94 45.6 22,5
CV (%) 0.4 3.9 34 5.1 3.8 2.8 3.1
LSD (0.05) NS NS 15.9 NS NS 8.8 NS

Y The check plots {0 Ib N/A) are not randomized within the replications and do not have the same plot history as the
8 main plots. Therefore, data from these plots are not included in the statistical analysis.

Precipitation in April was 2.8 above the normal while May rainfall was 2.0" below the normel.June through September
rainfall was close to the normal and October rainfall was 2" above the normal. As a result, highest tile flow occurred
in October followed by April (Table 3). Tile flow, flow-weighted NO,-N concentration and nitrate-N losses did not differ

between the two nitrogen sources.

Table 3. Influence of nitrogen source on tiie flow, flow-weighted NO,-N concentration end NO,-N loss in 1994.

Month Tile NO,-N
Flow Concentration Loss
acre-in. mg/L ib/A
------------------------- Urea ---------ccccecececacanc-=-
April 3.09 10.8 7.4
May 0.86 10.8 2.1
June - - -
July - - -
August 0.7 9.2 1.5
September T - -
October 4.37 8.5 8.3
Total 8.03 Avg = 9.5 19.3
---------------------- Deirymanure « - - e - - cccemocmmaaaa.
April 2.77 11.2 6.9
May 0.98 10.8 2.4
June - - -
July - - -
August 0.50 10.5 1.2
September - - -
October 4.67 8.6 9.1

Totel 8.92 Avg = 9.7 19.6




